
 

A People’s History of the Homewood Neighborhood: Barbara McAdams 

 

Malaika: So can you tell me a little bit about yourself? What do you do for work? When 
did you move into your home in Homewood? 

Ms. McAdams: Okay I am a college counselor at De La Salle high school and I moved to 
Homewood about 1971.  

Malaika: Where were you born?  

Ms. McAdams: Monterrey, California. My father was a career army officer so we moved around 
a lot and then when he retired from the service we moved up here. So when, 
when we moved up, I moved with them. I was like a senior in high school.  

Malaika: And when y'all moved here, did you move to North Minneapolis?  

Ms. McAdams: Yeah.  

Malaika: Did you move to Homewood? 

Ms. McAdams: To Homewood. To the house that I'm still at. 

Malaika: Wow. And that was in 1970? Do you know why your parents chose that home?  

Ms. McAdams: They liked it, they just liked the area and at that time I think it was transitioning. 
It was right after the riots on Plymouth Avenue and so it was going through its 
first phase of going from Jewish to something else, whatever that something 
else was, because it was about a 60/40 split between white and black people in 
the neighborhood.  

Malaika: I can imagine moving your senior year might've been challenging. Can you 
remember what that first year living there was like? 

Ms. McAdams: Well, I do remember that I hated it. I hated everything about Minneapolis. I 
hated my parents for that. It was just different because we moved from 
Washington D.C. and a big culture shock for me. And even though I noticed that 
it was this beautiful city, it was a beautiful city. But I couldn't let my parents 
know that I noticed that.  

Malaika: Yeah, absolutely. So you're here your senior year. What high school did you go 
to?  

Ms. McAdams: Marshall-U in Southeast Minneapolis.  

Malaika: Were there other children, I mean young adults, your age in the community?  
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Ms. McAdams: Yeah, some. Not a lot. Not my age, I'll put it that way. There were younger kids 
and then there were a couple of my classmates that lived on the other side of 
Plymouth.  

Malaika: So then you graduated high school. And what did you do from there?  

Ms. McAdams: I went to the University of Minnesota for a year and then I went to St. 
Catherine's for the remaining three years. Then I got married and I bought a 
house a block away from my parents' house.  

Malaika: And why'd you choose that house?  

Ms. McAdams: Because it was close to. Yeah, I don't know. I think it was just, it was affordable 
and it was pretty, you know they would never build in front of the house. I knew 
the neighborhood and so I settled there. So that was just a block down from 
where my parents were. And then I got divorced and stayed in that house a few 
more years. And then my father died. My mother moved out to Golden Valley 
because the house was too big for her and I bought her house, the one that 
we're in now. In case she ever got sick and needed to come live with me, she 
would be home.  

Malaika: Gotcha. That's beautiful. Can you describe a little bit of what makes that house 
home? Like what does it feel like when you're there?  

Ms. McAdams: It's comfortable. It's just welcoming to me. I don't know. It's just home.  

Malaika: Who are your neighbors?  

Ms. McAdams: My neighbors are the same people that have been my neighbors since the '70 
which is unbelievable. Really, there's a few people that have moved out of the 
neighborhood, but most of them are the same neighbors that my parents had. 
With the exception of maybe three that I probably don't know, because it's 
different. People now, I don't think are as willing to just be out in the 
neighborhood to meet people.  

Malaika: So before, people were out in the neighborhood. What sorts of things were they 
doing?  

Ms. McAdams: Well, knocking on doors and introducing themselves. And we had all kinds of 
neighborhood...we had parades, block parties, we had picnics every year and 
some of the old timers have still tried to keep that up, but they're getting. 
People in the neighborhood, as their children have grown up and gone away 
and the older people get sick or just don't feel like being bothered it's not as 
much as it used to be.  
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Malaika: Do you feel like that sense of community, where people are out talking to one 
another, doing things together, do you think that was unique to Homewood or 
was that unique to the times?  

Ms. McAdams: I think it was a little bit of both because I can talk to people now and tell them 
about things that happened in the neighborhood. And they're like, wow you are 
so lucky. You know, I tell them about things that my neighbors have done or are 
doing. We had a neighbor who was an art teacher and one day she invited 
everybody in the neighborhood and the little children, grandchildren or children 
to come and make paper. You know and that was what we did. Or we'll all get 
together and maybe go to the casino. I mean it's not just, you know, you happen 
to get in touch or happened to be close to one or two neighbors. It's like we're 
just close to all of them and we are still like that for the most part.  

Malaika: Wow. Are there any particular people who you felt like lead that sort of 
community building or did it just come naturally?  

Ms. McAdams: Certain points, certain aspects just happened. But we had one neighbor who 
was like, we called him the Mayor and he was instrumental in keeping things 
going. If any news about anything really, crime or good things or bad things, he 
was kind of the person that we heard from, but he was also the go-to person. 
He, I remember once we had a squirrel that got in the house and we just, 
everyone called Rob and Rob was one of the men that died in that tornado that 
we had. But yeah, he was that person. And that was the thing that we wondered 
about after he died, would we will still continue. And we have.  

Malaika: So it was him, but also that sort of carryover? 

Ms. McAdams: And I don't know whether people are intentionally trying to keep that up or if 
it's just that Rob was so, he was kind of larger than life and then when he died 
other people were able to shine.   

Malaika: So you mentioned that when you moved to Homewood there weren't many kids 
your age, but there were some younger children as well. I don't know if you've 
had any children yourself, do you know what it was like to be a younger person 
that was living in that community?  

Ms. McAdams: Yes and no. I mean I kept to myself. I was, by the time we came up here, I had 
moved so much in my life. I really had moved so much in my life and I think I 
thought I was punishing my parents by saying I'm not gonna ... I really didn't 
participate in too much of anything that first year. I was just so angry for being 
here and they said whatever. But so I don't really know because it was a 
different time too. You know, children didn't have free run of the neighborhood 
like they do even now. We were just kept in the border of our house or a couple 
of houses. you know. Now I think that we see a lot of the kids, they may go as a 
group to explore behind the houses or something. And I was on the threshold of 
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being an adult, so that was not something I would do, so I don't really know. 
And that's another thing, I don't think there were kids my age, there might have 
been and I just didn't know them. 

Malaika: One of the things I keep hearing about Homewood is the value of the diversity 
of the community, of the racial and ethnic diversity, the diversity in income and 
family wealth. Was that true of your experience and could you share a little bit 
about it?  

Ms. McAdams: I think when I moved here, most of the people that at least, there was a 
diversity in ethnic backgrounds. But the incomes were pretty much, most of 
them were similar. They were all professional people who, I don't think there 
was anybody except for maybe one or two neighbors that were even laborers. 
Most of them were professional people. My father was a lawyer, you know next 
door was, I don't know what they did, but they were all professional people. So I 
don't know that. Well, that's my experience anyway. And we're talking, when I 
talk about Homewood, I think Homewood to me was just, you know, we 
couldn't go too much farther than two blocks. Now there could have been 
something a little bit further down where it might've been different, but my 
recollection anyway is that we were all pretty much the school teachers, 
architects, that type of thing.  

Malaika: So that's great. So then can we talk a little bit about what it was like living in a 
racially and ethnically lead diverse place in the 1970s and 1980s? And maybe 
that wasn't unique for you since you've traveled a lot.  

Ms. McAdams: It was not because, well coming from Washington DC, that was at that time, 
probably 98 percent black. But overall, you know, we had people. What's 
interesting is when we moved there, it was about 60 or 65 percent black and 30-
35 percent white. And now it's probably switched. So now it's about 60-65 white 
and 30-35 percent black because Homewood is now the hotspot for 
gentrification and getting back into the city and all that type of thing. So I think 
it's changed that way, but I don't think that that was an issue for me anyway for 
us it wasn't.  

Malaika: So it's changing. Why do you think young white families were moving into 
Homewood as opposed to any other part of the city?  

Ms. McAdams: I think that the houses there are beautiful. They're big. If you were to take those 
houses and put them on lake of the whatever, you know, you're talking million 
dollar homes, some of those houses. There's something about when you 
mention you live in North Minneapolis that turns a lot of people off because 
they assume that it's all drug houses and all that type of, you know, drug houses 
and crime and all that. And I don't know how many times I've heard, when I'll 
give of a coworker or someone that doesn't know me well, they'll either drop 
something off at my house or come over or whatever and they're like, wow, I 
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didn't know this place existed. It really is a beautiful area. Wirth Park is right 
west of my house, you know, and it's quiet. So now white people are starting to 
see that, oh, this part of North Minneapolis is a nice part of Minneapolis and 
they're now starting to move in in droves. And I had heard back, I don't know, 
maybe 20 years ago, when they were thinking of doing something with the 
railroad, just before they started talking about the light rail over there. And they 
were saying, yeah, it's gonna change, it's gonna change and pretty soon it's 
going to be a different North Minneapolis. And I thought no, but it is.  

Malaika: Why do you think Homewood is different than the rest of North Minneapolis? 
Like how has it been able to buffer itself from some of the other problems in the 
rest of it?  

Ms. McAdams: 'Cause we have a lot of mayors, we have a lot of these people that are, people 
care about their homes. They care about their neighbors. They care about the 
community and they're out. They're out and about. And I can't tell you how 
many people I have met, just if I'm out doing gardening in my yard. And these 
people, I'm a dog lover, a dog lover, and I meet these people and then they will 
see, they know what's normal and what's not. And so I think because of the way 
the houses look and the people that live there, they all care for their houses. 
And so if something's wrong, we are quick to call whoever. You know, call the 
police, call the authorities and say something's not right. We had a drug house a 
couple of blocks away and it was like everybody in the neighborhood banded 
together to get this place closed. We finally did, after I don't know how long, but 
we just keep up with it. We have the block parties, we have telephone trees that 
we've had for a long, long time. So we will call people. They have their names 
and all that on there. We'll call them and just say, there's a suspicious looking 
car or there's somebody strange walking down the street or whatever. And we 
have had, well when Rob was alive, you know, he worked from home. So we all 
felt safe and we all felt comfortable. And I think it's the presence of so many of 
us that are still there and that we have been there for so long. So we know each 
other, we know each other’s habits and all that type of identification that we 
have that other people maybe don't know about their neighbors, so they're not 
as quick to call.  

Malaika: That's really interesting because I think in other parts of the city or any other 
places, people would rely a lot more heavily on the city to provide that sort of 
safety function. Either the police or they would call their council person or 
whoever. Why do you think Homewood is different or, or do you use those 
resources in the same way?  

Ms. McAdams: Well, we have used them but we've also had a history of not necessarily having 
good luck with like the police, you know. We've had some of our council people 
have told us that, you know, it's always officer down is going to be the first call 
that's answered when you call the police. So a lot of times we've had to rely on 
ourselves and maybe because it's North Minneapolis, here again, we still have 
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that stigma and a lot of times the police don't want to answer those calls. The 
politicians don't want to answer those calls. So we rely on each other. I 
remember when, maybe 10 years ago, we had a guy that was robbing people's 
houses in our neighborhood. And that was such an anomaly and we you know 
had our block parties and you know, we had to get together and we have to talk 
about this. And he had hit a couple of houses right on our block at the night 
before and didn't get in anywhere. But the next night, he went across the street, 
got in her house and then he came over to my house. And my next door 
neighbor who happened to work odd hours, he was looking out the window and 
saw him. He tried to call me, you know, of course I wasn't answering the phone. 
But I heard this man, you know, coming into my house through the window, 
walking around my house in the middle of the night. I'm sleeping, he's in my 
bedroom and all that stuff. Anyway, and the way the houses are, they're these 
old houses and they have a million doors and he's trying to figure out how to get 
out of my house and he looks out the window and every area around my house 
was surrounded by police. And that was the first line and then behind the police 
were my neighbors and it was like this tough...They're at Barbara's, you know. 
And they went with me, a couple of them went with me when we went to trial, 
and you know. I mean I don't know that you hear about that kind of stuff.  

Malaika: So with the changes in the neighborhood, how is that affecting you currently?  

Speaker 5: One of the things that I have noticed, we have a financial. He's a broker, he's not 
a real estate person, but it's like he gets a hold of these people that are moving 
for some reason. And the houses never go up for sale. And so we're noticing 
that they're, a black person moves out, white person moves in. We've never had 
any indication that some of these people are moving out. And we finally figured 
it out that they were going through him and he had somebody in the 
neighborhood that was telling him, 'yeah there's another house for sale over in 
that area' and I don't think we've seen a for sale sign in years. And so that's 
initially how a lot of the people were getting in. In a way that bothers me 
because it's not fair and that's just me. But you know, there's a lot of people 
that are interested in living over there and it's like he's handpicking who should 
live there and I kind of have a problem with that.  

Malaika: Yeah. I can imagine that. Are there other changes or ways that this change in 
the community will...or I'll change the question. What do you want of your new 
neighbors? How can they be good neighbors to you?  

Ms. McAdams: I don't think they're bad neighbors. I don't think they're bad neighbors. I just, 
maybe they're not quite as friendly. You know, they kinda keep to themselves a 
little bit. There's a couple of neighbors that we've ever seen, you know, and 
that's fine, but it's definitely changing. I will tell you that the surrounding area, 
you know, we have that Wirth Park right behind our house, or my house. And 
they dug up the par three golf course and they've put in the ski stuff and they 
say that they've asked people what they want from Wirth. That area has been 
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golfing for so many years and all of a sudden it's all torn up and they've got this 
Loppet stuff and it's like even that part is changing. It's like they're putting in 
attractions that would or putting in things that will maybe attract some of the 
white people a little bit more. And I don't necessarily think that everybody is 
being surveyed about that. They say that there have been surveys that have 
gone out, but I've never seen them. So. Yeah.  

Malaika: And that changes. The attraction is another reason that people are moving in. 
Right. So you have this like secret of nice homes with good value. You have new 
attractions. There may be some changing perspectives of what the 
neighborhood is. So it's very, it seems to me, very intentional, kind of a design of 
the community.  Are there other important things about the history of 
Homewood that we didn't talk about that you think that we should talk about?  

Ms. McAdams: Well, some people argue that, you know, time changes things. And at one time 
it used to be Jewish. At least down from Penn down to Washburn or Xerxes, it 
was predominantly Jewish. And then after the riots and the Jewish people 
moved on out to St. Louis Park and then more people started moving into the 
area, some white, some black. And now they're saying that, you know, well, 
that's just changing. The times are changing and I don't see it that way. I don't 
think it's just the times are changing. I think that black people are being...We 
have something that's nice and somebody else wants it. And I don't like to put it 
that way because it's really, well, it is the way it is. But still, I don't want to seem 
like I'm just a bad natured person or whatever. But I think it is what it is. I think 
it is intentional. I think that it is for sure is gentrification. And with gentrification 
comes a lot of negatives for a lot of the people. They're moving, you know, 
where are the African Americans moving? And I don't know that yet. Are they 
moving out to the suburbs? Maybe. But I don't know where they're moving. I 
don't know where they're moving and I don't know why they're moving. It could 
be another, you know, Rondo over like the one over in St .Paul. Those people 
were displaced and a lot of people from Rondo moved over to Homewood way 
back. And it feels, we just had the historic preservation vote and all that and 
that seemed to be the ones that were for it were the newer residents. And it 
would have priced a lot of people out of that area so they would have to sell. 
And not to say, you know, as people get older and start living on fixed incomes, 
there's nothing wrong with their houses. But these extra demands within the 
historic preservation guidelines is like, okay. Fortunately it didn't pass, I don't 
think.  

Malaika: At least, it's held right up now, right? Are there any other important events that 
kind of happened during this time period since you've moved into the 
neighborhood that you feel helped really shape it?  

Ms. McAdams: No, not that I can think of. Other than I think it's really interesting that they say 
that criminals move from one part of the city to another part. They don't go 
away. They just move to another area. And so far we've really kind of been 
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blessed that through all of this, this is like 40 years that I've been here 45 years 
maybe. And except for the one house where they broke in, which was mine 
unfortunately, we really have not had a lot of crime. They kinda stay away from 
that Homewood area. And I don't know if people know that we have a lot of 
nosey people that don't work, that patrol corners or what. I didn't know what, 
but so far we've been really lucky there.  

Malaika: Yeah. Lucky or like you said, you know, your neighborhood and the community 
members have done the hard work when other city agencies wouldn't do that 
work. They've stepped up and said, we're gonna keep our neighborhood safe. 
This is what it means to be a Homewood resident. That's pretty amazing. How 
long do you think you'll stay in Homewood?  

Ms. McAdams: Indefinitely, unless there's a reason to move. I considered moving when they 
talked about this historic preservation thing. I just thought, you know what, 
when you lose control of your property or what you can do with your property, 
it's time to move. Because if I had wanted that I would have moved to a planned 
neighborhood, you know, or something like that. I don't, it's my house, my 
neighborhood, my property, my lawn. And we've had enough to deal with when 
we had that tornado. You know and that was another thing. When we had the 
tornado, those neighbors all stuck together and were helping each other out. 
Helping each other with whatever needed to be done. And other people, you 
know, couple of blocks up or further up north. I've talked to people there, they 
didn't have that. But we could all do our thing. You didn't have to do it like 
anybody else, so I thought about it then. Unless something changes, I'll probably 
be there for another 10 years. Twenty years.  

Malaika: Forty years? Yeah, that's amazing.  

Ms. McAdams: And pass that house down to my daughter. You know, this is home.  

Malaika: Is there anything else that you'd like to share?  

Ms. McAdams: No, I don't think so.  

Malaika: Okay. Well thank you very much.  

Ms. McAdams: Thank you.  

Malaika: I really, this is really helpful. I really appreciate it. Does your daughter live in the 
twin cities?  

Ms. McAdams: My daughter lives in that house with me right now. She's grown, but my mother 
did get sick and did move back with me. She just celebrated her 91st birthday. 
That house represents home to her even though most of the time she didn't 
know where she is. I mean, she, you know, she's got dementia.  That was one of 
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the better things that I did to hold onto that house and brought her back. So my 
daughter moved in to help with my mother.  

Malaika: And now three generations.  

Ms. McAdams: Three generations of us are still in that house.  

Malaika: That's so special and so unique.  

 


