
 

A People’s History of the Homewood Neighborhood: Beverly Propes 

 

Malaika: Cool. So just to start off, when did you move into Homewood?  

Beverly Propes: I would say about 45 years ago. I can't tell you the date in particular - basing it 
on my middle son. Because he was born at that time. So it's been every bit of 40 
years ago.  

Malaika: Where did you move from?  

Beverly Propes: I'm Minnesota grown and we were living in St. Paul and so we were looking for a 
house and we decided that North Minneapolis would be where we would make 
our home. So Minnesota.  

Malaika: What factors went into that decision to choose North Minneapolis?  

Beverly Propes: There was a park across the street. There were three bedrooms on the first level 
and then upstairs was partially finished with a bathroom and so we had a 
downstairs bathroom and a basement area. So we had three bathrooms, three 
bedrooms and a large enough area where we could make a fourth bedroom if 
we needed it. So that was amazing. We were on a corner house and that's why 
we wanted it. Something that was big enough for expanded family or just 
because it had enough bedrooms.  

Malaika: And what did you know about the neighborhood before moving?  

Beverly Propes: That the neighborhood at one time was inhabited by people of Jewish descent 
and then in fact in the house there used to be kind of little signatures in the 
windows that were part of the Jewish culture to protect the house. And it was 
also at a time when the Jewish community was moving out of North 
Minneapolis. At the cusp of that there was a riot, shortly after, where all of the 
businesses along Olson Highway were actually destroyed, that were businesses 
that belonged to the Jewish community. I think all of that is in the Cornerstone 
(documentary). In fact I found an essay, I just did my taxes, and so I was going 
through everything and I found quite a lengthy description of the houses and 
the planning development report, which is probably somewhere around here, 
that talked about the different people that used to live in the neighborhood. 
And even though our house wasn't listed, my neighbor's house was listed as one 
of the homes that was built at that time by a group of architectures.  

Malaika: Do you remember where you got the booklet from? 

Beverly Propes: It was part of, there has been an effort to restore some neighborhoods, historic 
neighborhoods, and it was at that time that those documents were distributed, 
which would have been about maybe two years ago. Yeah.  
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Malaika: So you found a house that you really liked and the house itself was really great. 
You knew a little bit about the history of the community, how did your 
expectations meet reality once you've moved in? 

Beverly Propes: We looked at two houses - the one that we live in and the one next door and 
the next door house was purchased by a neighbor that I knew and across two 
alleys on Sheridan was her sister. So, there were people that I had grown up 
with in St. Paul, where I grew up, that were part of that neighborhood. And 
since we moved there, there have been other people that have moved into the 
neighborhood that I knew when I was growing up. So that was something that 
was valuable in terms of wanting to live where we live.  

Malaika: Were there any major political events that you can remember from those early 
years?  

Beverly Propes: I can. At around about that time, after I'd been there for a while...I know 
everybody you need to know that. This building was a building I used to work 
for. I used to volunteer for Simply Good Eating and one of the things that we 
kind of brainstormed when the University of Minnesota was trying to build 
North Minneapolis after the riots was that there needed to be something that 
made a strong statement about nutrition. And part of that was because I was on 
the Simply Good Eating program and had just finished a project where we did a 
farm across the street from my church. And so I said, that's what we need to 
have here. We need to have garden, we need to have a place to cook food. And 
that was around about the time when people were talking about that this was 
just a desert community because there were no grocery stores, there were no 
close markets at that time. And so now you know, we have two co-ops and we 
have a lot of changes in terms of trying to build nutrition and awareness for 
healthy reasons. This is a community that has one of the highest rates of 
diabetes and heart disease and as a public health provider, I know about those 
conditions and I've always taken on projects that have helped me to have a 
voice in what needs to be done in this community.  

Malaika: And how has that work been received, both by community members and by 
people outside? 

Beverly Propes: A day doesn't go by that somebody doesn't come up and asked me should they 
drink pop or what should they do because they've just learned they're 
prediabetic. Or I could be going somewhere, I'm in the airport and someone will 
come up and ask me a question about health. So it's everywhere. I'm known as 
the lady that tells everybody they shouldn't eat fried chicken. So I guess that's 
just my legacy. I used to be a little bit embarrassed, but I'm not now. I just say 
yeah, that's right, I'm healthy.  

Malaika: How were you able to build relationships with your neighbors?  
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Beverly Propes: Part of it was that I was always getting surveys for diabetes or cancer to, you 
know, canvas my community and find out whether they were interested in 
being part of a study. Part of it was that I knew a lot of the people that were in 
my neighborhood just based on the fact that I lived in St. Paul and now there 
were St. Paul people moving North. Part of it was that I worked at North High 
School  as a school nurse, so I knew a lot of children and their parents. So part of 
it is just being known, I guess. Everybody knows me.  

Malaika: So you were a nurse yourself. What were the other sort of professions of people 
who lived in the community?  

Beverly Propes: Oh, teachers. We have teachers. We have a couple of doctors. We have 
professors, I think about Vivian Nelsen who's on the corner. Principals. So we've 
had a good mixture of professional people that live in that neighborhood. And it 
is called the Homewood neighborhood. And it has a reputation in and of itself. 
According to the planning document that I mentioned earlier, where our 
neighborhood advocated for neighborhood funding. Jackie Cherryhomes who 
lives across the street, across from the park, she ran for city council. So we've, 
you know, and we come together. Like on days we have to register for voting 
what's really neat is that we all come early because they know I work, so I'm 
going to be there when the polls open and it's such a good experience to see 
everybody again around election time. Most of us are Democrats. Now that's 
changing because we have a lot of the young European families moving in with 
their children and that wasn't the case 20 years ago. So it will be interesting to 
see how the neighborhood's gonna change.  

Speaker 2: You mentioned, you know, getting together when you registered to vote and 
some of your city representatives and the advocacy that happened within the 
neighborhood. Can you think of how that sort of energy, civic energy was 
started?  

Beverly Propes: We have a congressman named Keith Ellison. Now his son's, his oldest son, has 
ran for office and he's a city council person. But when Keith was a young 
attorney, he spent, he's from the Northside, and he spent time in our 
community talking about policy development and making sure that we had 
information about how you develop policies and how important it is to go to the 
polls and things. He did an outstanding job and one of the things that I said to 
him when he was gonna run for office is that there needs to be a lawyer 
involved in health and so that happened. What he did is he involved himself in 
environmental health and I can say that in Minnesota we probably have one of 
the most advanced environmental health efforts that exists in this area and it's 
primarily because of Keith's ability to rally people around and help them see 
value in getting involved and concerned about the ground that we're in and the 
need for gardens and all of the things that involve environment, neighborhood 
environments. So I think that was something that was really stately in our 
community that happened. Especially when he started as a state representative 
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and then became a congressman for this district. So, and he and Bobby Joe 
Champion have always been really tight with the community.  

Malaika: What sort of social events happened in Homewood?  

Beverly Propes: One of the things that was a proud thing for me was that Juneteenth, and it's 25 
years old. When Juneteenth was first conceptualized, I took on the mission of 
making sure health was available in the community. So I connected with all the 
managed care programs and we had the largest health fair ever in the state over 
at Theodore Wirth Park. All the health providers from the different companies: 
Ucare and Health Partners and Alina and Medica and Hennepin County and Blue 
Cross Blue Shield. All of them had displays talking about the importance of 
healthcare. And I made it my business to tell them they couldn't sit behind the 
table and try to tell my community about their health. They had to come out 
from behind the table and engage in the community and learn what the 
community needs in order to be better healthcare. That was phenomenal. I 
mean, the first year we had to see like 25,000 people came through there. And 
the second year I told them I had to have a golf cart because I just couldn't run 
from one tent to the other. We had this huge tent. We had to have air puffed 
and it was phenomenal. It was just phenomenal. People came from everywhere. 
We had earwaxing where a provider brought a candle and lit it and then taught 
people how the wax in their ears could be loosened that way. Just it was 
phenomenal. Was just phenomenal.  

Malaika: That's sounds really amazing. And you said it was about 25 years ago?  

Beverly Propes: Yeah, 25 years ago. That's how old Juneteenth is. So it was the first time, well, it 
was the second time that we had Juneteenth in the community. And we moved 
from the Oak Park neighborhood to Theodore Wirth Park and that was a huge 
feat because the library. At that time, Mary Merrill was the Superintendent of 
the library, of the parks, Minneapolis parks. So, we talked to her and she was 
convinced and we had police officers that were involved. It was just, we did a 
walk, a cancer walk, and it was just kind of everything worked. I don't know how 
it happened. I'm just tired thinking about it. 

Malaika: What was it like to raise kids in Homewood?  

Beverly Propes: To raise the children? Oh, it was great. I was very involved in the school at that 
time, PTA. My oldest, my daughter used to go to Lincoln and the teacher said 
that she needed to be in a more stimulating environment. So we got a 
scholarship and she went to Breck and she graduated from Breck. My two sons, 
went to North and did very well. And it was, you had a relationship with the 
teachers. So the teachers would call and say, you know, Terry's not doing so well 
in Spanish. He needs a tutor. So, now we're talking about 30 years ago, because 
they're now in their forties. So it was much different. There was also an 
opportunity for teachers, based on some things that Keith Ellison did, where if 
they wanted to buy a house in North Minneapolis they could buy and not have 
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to worry about the mortgage. And so that resulted in several teachers that were 
at North to buy homes in this neighborhood and some of them still live in this 
neighborhood.  

Malaika: How would you describe Homewood as compared to other neighborhoods in 
North Minneapolis and across the city?  

Beverly Propes: I think Homewood at one time was a very strong neighborhood association, but 
there was conflict among the decision who was going to be in charge and who 
wasn't and what we needed to do. So that's much weaker now. Now NRRC has 
done a lot, in terms of trying to solidify the neighborhoods and I think that NRRC 
came out of the neighborhood revitalization programming. And they're still, I 
think they're doing much, much, much better since Martine is the chair than 
they've ever done before. But it doesn't compare to, I think it's strong for the 
Northside, but it's still not as strong as some of the Edina and some of the other 
neighborhoods. We still don't have the unity. And because there are some of 
the old guard, like myself, I just can't go to any more meetings and fuss 
anymore.  But Al Mcfarlane is somebody that you might want to add to your list 
too, because he's been such an advocate for collaboration in this neighborhood. 
And he does most of it now he does, through his paper, Insight News.  

Malaika: Are there businesses or other organizations that are crucial for, making 
Homewood what it is?  

Speaker 2: There is a NorthPoint. I was on the board when we changed the name from Pilot 
City. I was the chair of the board at that time and the whole theme of 
NorthPoint is one of building collaborations and improving the health of the 
community and the individuals. So it's whole system is structured in such a way 
where if you come in with a toenail broken, you are interviewed and there is a 
caretaker that talks about not only your toe, but are you at risk for diabetes? Do 
you have some mental health issues? All of that happens at NorthPoint. It is the 
oldest collaborative community clinic and it is only one of two that have a 
relationship with Hennepin County. And all of that was strategically planned. 
And now Hennepin County can't do anything in North Minneapolis without 
getting the board involved. And we've always had a commissioner on our board, 
so the commissioner is kind of like the spokesman that sits on the Hennepin 
County Board for North Minneapolis. NorthPoint is expanding. And that new 
building that's up there, that's blocked all the streets, is a vision that the board 
had where we would have an identity of excellence in terms of building and 
economics. And so that's what that building is going to do. They're bringing in 
these other businesses that are gonna hire people from this community. 
NorthPoint has also moved to West Broadway and they have a clinic on West 
Broadway. They have a service for seniors. And all that was kind of the vision 
when we were talking about what NorthPoint could do as we move forward.  

Malaika: You mentioned that the county really can't do anything in North Minneapolis 
without NorthPoint's involvement. And you talked earlier, when you were 
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talking about the health fair, that it was really important for you, that 
organizations came out from behind the table and we're really engaging in the 
community. Do you see that in other sorts of government agencies or political 
systems, the need to or desire to? 

Malaika: Yes, we're just now seeing that. You see Ucare, for example, actually hired; 
there are so many organizations that didn't have anybody of color that came 
from the community of which they were of culture on their staff. And so there 
was a whole movement to have what are called a community outreach workers, 
community health workers, and they were to hire people that look like the 
community, to have a bridge to the health. To get them to take better care of 
themselves. So that's, the American Cancer Society never had anybody of color 
on their board. The American Diabetes Association, those organizations used to 
work like this until, I guess I should say, until I used to fuss and complain about 
the condition. If you got one, you got the other. So why aren't you working 
together? There's no money for each of you to work separately. You got to work 
together and so now whenever you hear about cardiovascular disease, it's 
diabetes and heart disease that they're talking about, which are the two 
conditions of the highest level in North Minneapolis. We have more adults that 
die of cardiovascular disease than other communities. 55411 and 55412 have 
high incidences of infant mortality. All of the disparities exist in this community. 
We had an opportunity through the Office of Minority Health and I spoke with 
the health commissioner then, Sister Hassan there. And she went to the 
legislature and the national congress and asked for Minnesota, Minneapolis 
because of the statistics that I provided her, to have the first Office of Minority 
Health. And we had that and we still have, well now we're doing health equity. 
But within the health equity there are pockets or ponds of Asian, African 
American, Latino and (let's see African American, Hispanic, Latino. There's one 
more. Four) Asian Pacific. There's Asian Pacific, Latino, African American, 
councils now that didn't exist before the Office of Minority Health.  

Malaika: Did you ever, as your work was taking you in different places, did you ever think 
about moving from this neighborhood?  

Beverly Propes: Nope. I'm not going anywhere.  

Malaika: What keeps you here?  

Beverly Propes: I think it's the children. I used to run a child development center in my early 
years, the Northside Child Development Center. And it was a collaborative effort 
with all the businesses: Northwestern Bell, 3M, Controlled Data - where I 
convinced Bill Norris, who was then the CEO, that we needed to have childcare 
right in the community near the workplace. And so that's when the Northside 
Child Development was developed and it’s the children now, not children. 
Actually, it’s the grandparents that I can call now when I have an episode that 
know from back in the days when their daughter, their son was at the Northside 
Child Development Center. Now they have children and now grandmother 
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remembers that. And so I think that's what keeps me involved in this 
community is the children. And watching them get their glasses that they need, 
get their teeth fixed, all of that stuff. So that the disparities that existed before 
they were born are leveled.  

Malaika: You shared a little bit, when you're talking about election day, a little bit of 
about how new or different types of families are moving into the community. So 
what changes have you seen in the last few years?  

Beverly Propes: Dogs, everywhere. White people have so many dogs. I had to stop a lady 
yesterday. I said please don't let your dog wet on my fence. I have a brick 
mortar fence. Because his urine is strong and it causes a stain and it smells. 'Oh, 
I'm so sorry'. And then they have a park across the street. So they poop in the 
snow. They're not picking it up like they're supposed to. So I'm sure there's 
gonna be some discussion about that. Because I don't want my grandson run in 
the park in poop.  

Malaika: Do you feel that it's different to be a homeowner in Homewood in 2018? 

Beverly Propes: Oh yeah, I see that in, even my work, you know, like the kids in school 
sometimes they'll let a paper towel, you know, fall on the ground and walk out. I 
said, ‘No come back, put that in the wastepaper basket’. And that's part of my 
raising. I don't go to bed until all my dishes are done. So, I think homeowners 
are much more diligent about taking care of their space. And that's another 
thing that NRRC is doing. They have a couple of programs where they help 
renters take care of their property. Make sure the garbage is taken out every 
day. Make sure that trash is not all over. Renters, if they've never owned a 
home before and they have more children, more than two children, have a 
tendency not to take care of their property and they have to be taught. Just like 
you have to be teach them how to brush their teeth.   

Malaika: Whose responsibility do you feel it is to teach new residents who are moving 
into the community about the community's values or priorities?  

Beverly Propes: I think NRRC. I think neighborhood organizations need to provide more hands 
on education. More than just how to prevent pests. Things like teaching children 
how to take care of their space. It amazes me how kids will knock something, 
knock a hole in the wall and just walk away. So I think it's all of us. I think my age 
helps me, you know. I'll say ‘No, don't do that, don't do that’. And I'll do it in 
front of the mother. This doesn't bother me. She doesn't like it.  

Malaika: If you had a magic wand that you could wave over your neighborhood to make 
any change that you would like, what would that be?  

Beverly Propes: I would like my park to be more suited for middle aged. Maybe expanded so we 
can have children on one end. Now there's a project that I'm partly involved in 
that's going to happen at Lincoln School and they want to do that playground 
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and they want to landscape it. And they want to have a small area for seniors 
and then they want to have an area for basketball and it's a big enough space to 
do that. And I think that would be, that's what I would like to see happen - 
where kids are not in a small community park that's surrounded by houses, but 
a bigger park area where they can play and run and not tear up anything. But 
play and run and be supervised at the same time.  

Malaika: You mentioned about when you moved into your home, it was partially done on 
the upper floor. And I've learned a lot about the different sort of home 
ownership programs or supports. Did you tap into any of those resources to 
help in the renovation of your home?  

Beverly Propes: I have, it's funny you should mention it, it is so costly. I'm just at the, well I'm 
almost, I'm about 2/3, well maybe 50%. I'm redoing my kitchen and the 
cupboards and things that I wanted. They were just beautiful but the cost was 
more than I was willing to write up. And so I've taken on finding a contractor 
who can do it a piece at a time. I know that I can go on Google and have 
somebody come in and do that. But I really would rather have an African 
American that knows what he's doing and many of them are not on, you know, 
part of those programs. So I'll just wait until Mr. Booker can finish my kitchen.  

Malaika: When you first moved in and you were doing those renovations, is that a similar 
sort of process that you went through?  

Beverly Propes: Yep. I only wanted contractors, African American, that knew what they were 
doing. I only go see black physicians. I only like seeing black attorneys and that's 
what I like. Because you can engage and have a conversation. And I liked that.  

Malaika: Outside of just the residents and all of the hard work that you've done, have 
there been other forces that have created change in Homewood? Or is it mainly 
the residents?  

Beverly Propes: I think it's the residents. We have some, one of our residents was responsible 
back in the day for advocating. She's an attorney, was an attorney? I don't 
know. She's an attorney advocating for child support. Back in the day when teen 
moms were being told you don't need to have the father to be involved, you 
know, because if you have a father you won't get child support. So she lives in 
our neighborhood. In fact, she did a survey a couple, no, last year. I don't know 
who she did it for her, but she interviewed me because I've known her. She lives 
next door to another nurse. And so those are kinds of things you learn about 
when your neighborly, you know. They'll talk to you about what they're doing. 
What do you think about this? Do you think it's a good idea? So we have a lot of 
partnering in our neighborhood and discussion about what we want because 
most of our neighbors are there. They've been there as long as I have been 
there. I'm not the oldest one. I'm one of the oldest ones. Forty, when I think 
about being there 40 years.  


