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Malaika: So when did you move into your home in Homewood?  

Mr. Eller: I moved into my home in 1969.  

Malaika: Okay, and why did you choose that house?  

Mr. Eller: Oh, oh, the house is a beautiful house. It just really spoke to me. I love the house. The 
house was vacant when I, when I first looked at the house it was up for sale, but I don't 
think it was listed and I'm not sure how I really found out about it. But the family had 
moved away so they were not living in the house at the time when I looked at it. And 
when I looked at the house it was just very, it really had everything that I never really 
looked for. It was charming, it had character, the woodwork, you know, and the 
moldings, the ceilings, the house itself and the location. The location was I think really 
what sold me. I was aware of the area, you know, because I'd been in Minneapolis for a 
while, and I lived at several different places, but the actual location being right off of 
Theodore Wirth Park and sort of centrally located was phenomenal, you know.  

Mr. Eller: And I thought that Wirth Park is one of the phenomenas of probably, you know, it's an 
outdoor space, but it's a phenomenon of American environment, you know. And I 
thought, I equated Wirth Park really on the equivalent of like Central Park but better 
because Wirth Park connects with all the other lakes. And there was, at that time, there 
was a bike path I think or certainly the roads were there, but I'm not sure that they were 
connected to the extent that they are now. But you could reach like from the northern 
suburbs all the way to the southern suburbs and it was wild, you know. And so my 
property lined up with the, with all of that nature, like Wirth Lake and Calhoun, and it 
was just endless. And so that's what really got me. It was enchanting to have that and to 
find that, you know, that one location and had everything right there. And the traffic 
patterns, were also really important. I could be downtown or I could get to Highway 100 
or anywhere, you know, within minutes. I was not far from the freeway and all that. So 
those were all the things that really I looked at when deciding to move there. You know, 
it was just really the house itself and the location and all the amenities that came with it 
was just, it was to me was fantastic.  

Malaika: Did you ever meet the people who lived there before you?  

Mr. Eller: I did meet the people that lived there before me and I knew who they were and I didn't 
know them personally, but I think the realtor, you know, kind of told me about the 
family and who they were. It was a doctor and his family lived there for some time. I 
don't remember how long they lived there, but they lived there. They were not the 
original builders of the property. The gentleman that built the property was, it was 
either an architect or home builder. He was in that discipline. So he really knew what he 
was doing when they built the house. It was really well built. But, so I was the third 
family to move into the property but since then, like I said, there was the doctor's 
family. They had kids, but the kids have come back to visit me and to visit the house, you 
know. So occasionally, you know, I would find someone that would be just obviously 
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admiring the house, but they ended up being the kids in the family. So they still have an 
attraction and they still have fond memories of the property and they would share with 
me some of the stories about what it meant to them and to be able to play in the yard 
and stuff like that. And those are memories that are similar to what my kids have, you 
know, from their younger days.  

Malaika: What was going on in the community when you first moved in and what was it like?  

Mr. Eller: The community was in transformation when I moved in. There was an exodus to the 
suburbs. The community, I think was fairly mixed or had started to mix. So there were a 
lot of white families that lived in the community and a lot of black families lived in the 
community and also mixed families. Probably not as many mixed families, but there was 
some. And there were Jewish families. And it seemed like the Jewish families were kinda 
like the original settlers of their property. But a lot of them had, you know, lived there 
and had moved out, you know. So, my house was built in '32, and I moved in '69. So 30 
probably, be some years. It was probably primarily a Jewish community. And, they had 
kind of lived in the house at first, first round and maybe even first and second round, 
which is a long time to live at a house, you know. But that's the way the community is. 
And they were like permanent housing. But there was more of a variety of cultures as 
opposed to other communities, as opposed to other areas or the suburbs. So that's 
kinda the background on my decision to move there. And my decision to live there and 
stay there. 

Malaika: You said there was kind of a variety of cultures that lived there. And you talked about 
your own experience about why you moved there. Do you have an idea or a guess about 
why this neighborhood was so diverse and why so many different people chose to live 
there?  

Mr. Eller: Well, I don't know why it was diverse or how it got that away, but I think, you know, it 
just historically built up. I think there's a good connection with downtown, you know, 
that people... It just spread from downtown, like north of Washington and the northern 
edge of downtown, where there was a lot of entertainment, down there was lot. So I 
think it's spread north and west from there. And so, you know, there's a lot of activity. It 
was probably, I don't know whether they were legal or illegal, but I would say 
entertainment probably spread this way from, you know, maybe the '30s or whenever. I 
don't know. And probably I think a lot of the wealth spread south and west, but, you 
know, some of the wealth spread north. So the city grew and I think it expanded in that 
direction. But there was a lot of variety, a lot of variety. There was a lot of 
entertainment, a lot of stuff going on. But yeah, it was a fun, I'm sure it was like a fun 
area. I think people thought it was a place to go to have fun in the near, like right out 
from downtown. Not as far out as I live, but I think that's how, that's how it kinda grew 
or whatever, you know.  

Malaika: What sort of relationships did you have with your neighbors?  

Mr. Eller: I had great relationships with my neighbors. My neighbors are like permanent 
neighbors. I live in a house, you've seen the house and so there are four homes on the 
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block, which there should typically be eight or twice as many homes, at least. And so 
one of the homes that went up for sale at the time that I was looking was a home where 
the Willersons live, which is a couple of doors just south of me. That was a great home, 
very, you know, fantastic home. And then there was the one that I moved in. But the 
other two, the one to my south and one to my north were occupied. And it was an Irish 
family in the center between the two of us. The Doors lived there, a guy named Jimmy 
Door and he and his wife, I think her name was Cathy. I don't remember, but they had a 
number of kids, so they lived there. And Jimmy was a businessperson and very active 
politically in the local politics. And then the family that lived just on the other side of me 
in the big house, it's not Knudsen, but it was something similar to that, I can't remember 
their names. But they lived there for like a long time and then they, the sons and 
daughters lived there for a long time up until, you know, a few years ago. And then the 
sons died and the widow continued to live there. So there's not been hardly any change 
in that community, you know, in the 40-50 years that I've lived there. So, the Doors 
moved out actually, they passed away and their kids moved away and they all went 
away. So then Brenda, who's a current resident there, has lived there since then, so 
there's not been any turnover in that in that long.  

Mr. Eller: So the neighbors I got to know really well and it really was a friendly, welcoming 
neighborhood. I had no problems with my neighbors, I never ever had any. Certainly 
with the original neighbors and they were very open, but very private, very welcoming. 
And they were professional people, you know. And then they cared about the 
neighborhood, they saw the same things in the neighborhood that I did. So it was great. 
I thought it was really a great. And then the Doors had a large family, so they had young 
kids, you know, that were growing and teenagers and stuff like that. So they would have 
their friends and stuff over. And so, you know, it was a good community. And then when 
I had kids, my kids grew up there and they enjoyed it, you know, had room to play. And 
you know, when the community was very, very good for them, for that purpose, for 
young kids.  

Malaika: What sort of social events were major events in the neighborhood? 

Mr. Eller: Well, one of the main social events that we had right in the neighborhood and we had 
concerning my property was we used to have a picnic that would combine all four of the 
front lawns. So it was  kinda like a block party and so we would have like that whole 
block on the street of Washburn. We'd kind of block off from Oak Park to Farwell and 
then it was just kind of open both sides of the street, but most of the activities were in 
our yards. And so we'd have a tent, we'd have refreshments and entertainment and 
stuff like that. So we did that for a number of years and the people from, you know, 
pretty much around Homewood would come and visit and it was held in the 
summertime. So it was really good, a fun time, you know. So that was good. And we did 
that for a number of years and then we just stopped. I don't know why it ended, but it 
went for a long time.  

Malaika: And then outside of your block, were there other events like that that happened or was 
that the main one?  
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Mr. Eller: Well, that was kind of community oriented. And I think what happened, I think what 
happened is they started to have other more public events like the night, whatever it is. 
I don't remember what it was called. It kind of started. 

Malaika: The National Night Out? 

Mr. Eller: Yeah, the National Night Out or something like that, that kind of started. So that was 
another opportunity for people to get together. And, I just think that that just kind of 
took over, replaced it.  

Malaika: Were there important political events since you moved in to the neighborhood?  

Mr. Eller: Well, all of the events were important events. I mean, we were very strong politically. 
We had Van White, who was the councilman, and then Jackie Cherryhomes who was a 
councilwoman and we felt that, I felt that, they represented our community very 
strongly. And they were supported by our community. I know that Door really 
campaigned and supported, you know, both of those candidates and then he was more 
active. But we certainly supported the candidates and supported him. And there were 
some major things that happened. It's hard to remember what specifically, but I think 
basically it was the idea to keep the community, you know, intact. To build up the 
community and things like roads. I don't know, whatever, you know. We only had like 
really one thing. The worst thing that I think that happened was we had this tree 
disease, and I don't remember which one it was, you know, that kinda came through. 
And so we had to like replace the trees and replace a lot of them. Not all of them, 
obviously. But so that took a really big community effort and a lot of political effort, you 
know, to put these trees back, or to replace these trees. Because what I like about the 
community is that they had these trees. It was sort of a canopy of trees over most of the 
streets and it's just a great community to drive through. So, but other than that, it's 
been just minor repairs, street repairs, zoning laws, those kinds of things. All seemed to 
benefit the neighborhood here. So I think that, you know, to have somebody that really 
understands the neighborhood and lives in it and has lived there for a long time is really 
important, you know. Because you know, there are a lot of important things that go on 
there. So, I think it was good. And the people that live there had lived there for a long 
time and new people that moved in it, it's not like there's people continue to move in. I 
think they moved there or they sought out the Homewood area because of what it was 
like and because they liked what they saw. So there was not, there might've been a 
diversity in people, but there was not really the diversity in thought process or what 
they bought. There was not a diversity in the values. The values are very strong, you 
know, family and conservation in terms of, you know, the area and the properties and 
things like that.  

Malaika: Were you involved in any of that sort of political work or dealing with the City and can 
you speak to the relationship between your neighborhood and the larger city?  

Mr. Eller: Well, I think that, I think that's complicated because I think that in the larger city I don't 
feel like there's, I'm going to say, there is a compassion, you know. Which is what I feel 
and I think people feel for the area. I think that the larger city misunderstands North 
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Minneapolis and don't really cherish the values as I feel like they should. Certainly not to 
the same degree that I feel that people that have lived there for a long time do. 

Malaika: Why do you think the rest of the city doesn't have the compassion or understanding of 
North Minneapolis? 

Mr. Eller: Well, I think that it is: One, it is diverse and it's always been diverse and I think there's 
competition in values and land values. And I think that other areas, particularly, you 
know, outside of the city, if you take the area or larger area. You know, I think the 
suburban areas get more positive promotion. And I think this works to Homewood's 
disadvantage, and when I say not just Homewood but the extended area. And the 
parallel is, you know, if you promote the values of Homewood, then they compete with 
values elsewhere. And so a way to upgrade other values, other suburban values, is to 
downgrade Homewood. And that happens. And that's a strategic, you know, not just 
propaganda because it's a strategic reality, but that's what happens. And so Homewood 
doesn't really get appreciated for what it really has to offer. I feel like Homewood is 
really undervalued, because I feel like I'm living in probably one of the greatest locations 
there is, you know, in the city. Like I say, I got the parks, I got this, I got traffic, I got all of 
this stuff and there isn't anything that I can compare it to. You know, in terms of 1) 
convenience and location and amenities.   

Malaika: Are there important businesses or organizations that have helped shaped Homewood or 
would you say it's more of a residential sort of place?  

Mr. Eller: It's definitely a residential place. There's not much business in the area, which is good, 
you know. I think there are businesses on the perimeter. There's not very much on the 
perimeter either, but, it's close to downtown. We're right near other, you know, 
shopping areas. So it's not inconvenient. I don't think, you know, some of the people 
may feel that way. But I feel that it's a commercial, I mean, it's a residential area and 
should remain a residential area and businesses should not be part of that mix.  

Malaika: So since you moved in back in 1969, how have you seen the community change?   

Mr. Eller: I think it's been a gradual change and a moderate change. I don't really think it's really 
changed in its definition. I think you've have people from other cultures have had 
moved in and it's a sort of a similar, you know, migration, you know. And so whereas I 
think the community is more diverse now and more open and has more latitude, you 
know, then than it did when I first moved in.  

Malaika: And do you plan on staying in your home for a while?  

Mr. Eller: My plans now are to, yes.  

Malaika: Outside of just the residents, what are other forces that have created the change that 
you've seen in Homewood?  
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Mr. Eller: Well, I think that, you know, people are realizing the value, you know. I think that 
people recognize that like, wow, these are 1) again, the location. It's an incredible 
location and certainly 2) with transportation and things like that, that it's really 
convenient, particularly to downtown and, you know, inner city, those kinds of things. 
There's a lot of activities in the area, you know. Obviously sports, but you have the arts, 
you have all those other kinds of things. You know, to the degree that you don't have 
them in the suburbs. So that if you were interested in those kinds of things, those things 
would be convenient. And I think that appeals to most people, you know. I think we're 
getting, I don't want to say an urban, more urban culture. But I think we're good at a 
more sophisticated culture and in the area.   

Malaika: If you had a magic wand to make any changes in the neighborhood that you could, what 
would you change?  

Mr. Eller: Well, if I had a magic wand, I don't think I would change very much except that I would 
have better PR and better media, you know. Those because I think the other things will 
certainly take care of themselves. We would have more investment in the community, 
within the city. So we pay city taxes. So any amenities go, you know, that increases your 
taxes, property taxes as well. But, I think it's the kind of community that will continue to 
be a welcoming and an open community, but a caring community. I would like to see 
actually more high end investment and residences. I think that there is a concentration 
of low end residents. That's to the detriment of the community. And a lot of people 
would argue that, but the point is that you're wanting to get property values up, you 
know. And you can't, I don't know what the term affordable housing means, but you 
can't have a concentration. You can have a range but you have to have a good mix. 
Certainly a mix that would attract more, you know, the private residents that would 
keep the, not just to value, but will keep I guess new ones, I don't know. But the esteem 
because I think it is a prestigious community.  

Malaika: You mentioned it a little bit, but you raised kids in this community. So what was that 
experience like being a parent in Homewood?  

Mr. Eller: Well, it was quite, I have to tell you that it was great because they could play in the yard 
and have room. And there were good schools, our kids went to private schools. But it 
was around the time of the Jacob Wetterling kidnapping when my kids were that age, 
you know, like early school and stuff like that. So that experience was traumatic. I'm 
sure it was for all parents.  

Malaika: Will you talk a little bit more about what happened there? 

Mr. Eller: Well, for me and with the Jacob Wetterling? Okay, okay. The Jacob Wetterling 
kidnapping is one of those phenomenal kinds of things happened. You didn't grow up 
here though, so you weren't here. Jacob Wetterling was kidnapped and his body was 
not found and he was kidnapped in a small town in Minnesota. I'm not sure how far 
away it is from here, but it really, it shocked the whole state.  I mean, it shocked the 
nation because nothing really like that had really happened, you know. So the Jacob 
Wetterling kidnapping created a hysteria around, you know, protecting your kids. 
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Because he just was a kid out riding his bike and all of a sudden he was gone and 
nobody knew where he was or what happened to him. So that was a very traumatic 
time, I think for all parents, and so they had room to play and stuff like that and it was 
really fortunate because they could get outside. But I was nervous. I didn't let them get 
far out of my sight, you know. So it was a very protective time for my kids. And I think 
they were sheltered and probably had no idea what was going on. But so they were able 
to probably have a much more normal childhood.  

Mr. Eller: But for parents I think they were really typically on guard for that. Yeah, it's crazy. But 
yeah, it's just, you know, so that was one of the little things of like keeping your kids 
safe. You felt an overwhelming sense of having to protect your kids. Whereas normally 
we let them go play, ride their bikes and then come back whenever they were done. But 
it was a time of wanting to know where they are and every moment, you know. So 
that's too bad that happened and it's too bad for the Wetterling family. I certainly can 
sympathize with what happened to that family and I know that it wasn't just me. It was 
hysteria all through Minnesota, you know, that's unfortunate that things like that 
happen. Otherwise I don't think, at that time there really wasn't a crime ridden 
neighborhood. I don't think there was much crime, you know. I think there might've 
been some whatever, you know, but it didn't. I don't think that was the crime level to 
the extent that people thought there was, or reported it. I'm sure a lot less than now. 
But no, I think that was really misrepresentation. Other than that I felt like it was, it was 
safe and good place to raise a family. Just but that one event, sort of put a kind of a clog 
in the wrench there. But I'm glad I did. I don't think they were ever threatened or 
anything like that, but it was a consciousness of like taking care of your kid, which, you 
know, I mean, I appreciate now. I appreciate that I took that opportunity to look out for 
my kids and to, you know, to be aware. I feel like I was responsible, you know. But yeah, 
it was a great time, you know what I mean? They could learn to ride their bikes in the 
back streets and it was no cars running all up and down the street. It was really a good 
place for raising kids. They loved it, you know, they had great times. And you know, 
would invite their friends over on occasion and have parties and stuff like that. So yeah, 
I think for my kids, they love it. They still love it, you know, so it was good for them.  

Malaika: In your work you traveled a lot. How would you describe, if you did, describe your 
neighborhood to someone who wasn't from Minneapolis or hadn't seen it before?  

Mr. Eller: Well, I like to think of my neighborhood as Minneapolis because most people would not 
know my neighborhood. But Minneapolis, I think is a great city. And Minneapolis is 
probably identified, you know, more because of the weather than some of the other 
kinds of things. But no, I've lived here. I came here, you know, to go to school at the 
University of Minnesota and I was recruited to play sports out of North Carolina where I 
went to school, out of Winston Salem, which, you know, it's a nice area. Climate was 
obviously very different.  

Malaika: I just moved here from Durham.  

Mr. Eller: Did you really? Okay, super. So yeah. I grew up in Winston Salem, and I came here. But I 
liked the area and it always impressed me. The University of Minnesota was a very 
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prestigious school that had really high academics and had high standards and really was 
one of the top universities in the country. And I liked that. But I also liked the people 
because when I moved here, if you can imagine, in the sixties, you know, Minnesota was 
very different than any other place in the country. You know, in terms of openness and 
in terms of, you know, cultures and stuff like that. And they seem to have a culture that 
valued things like education and civic pride. And it was wide. It was open. I mean, I liked 
the idea of openness, you know. Like I said the parks and lakes and all of that. So those 
were the things that attracted me. And so those were the things that I talk about when I 
talk about Minneapolis. And so if it gets to, you know, my particular space, I think about 
the diversity in Homewood and it's really unique. It's is really unique. There are very few 
places that are really diverse in the residential area. So, you know, you can have like an 
urban area where there's apartment buildings and you know, if you're downtown or 
maybe like New York or someplace like that. But people kid themselves in most places 
that their communities or diverse and they're not. They're typically one culture 
predominantly. I mean, it may be diverse where you have small percentages of you 
know, mixed populations. But Homewood and North Minneapolis really is a strong mix. 
You know, I'm not sure what the ratio is, but it's like there's as many, you know, 
probably whites as there are blacks or interracial couples as there are same cultures, 
marriages and kids and families. And, and then, you know, you have a mix. You probably 
don't have as many Jewish families over here now because they just haven't moved into 
this area. But other families, you know, Hmong families, Somali families. But still, they're 
still a small percentage of what the population is, but a larger ratio than any other place. 
So you have that.  

Mr. Eller: And, still you have the mix of you know, people, you know, that you see. You know, 
other cultures, other ethnicities and things like that. And one of the things that, when I 
did think about leaving the Willard-Homewood Area, the Homewood area, I looked at 
other areas and one of the things that prevented me from moving to another area was 
the lack of diversity. You know, I'm not necessarily looking for an all-black or a white 
community, but I think it's important. I thought it was important for my kids to at least 
have some exposure to other kids like themselves, you know. At some point, you know, 
not necessarily, all the time, but certainly an awareness. So it wasn't like I wanted to get 
my kids away from this neighborhood. That's not what I wanted to do. I want them to 
be part of this and that's how I felt too. I felt a good sense of belonging and a sense of 
responsibility.   

Malaika: Is there anything else that you'd like to share about your time living in this 
neighborhood so far?  

Mr. Eller: Well, I think that for me, I think that it's along the terms of responsibility. I think that 
there's a civic responsibility and it goes along with civic pride. And I think there is a cost 
and the cost is not necessarily anything in particular except that it's a cost of what do 
you want, you know? What kinds of things do you want? Do you want the community to 
be this way or that way? And I think if that's what you want, you have to pay the cost of 
making it that way, you know, and keeping it that way. And I mean this is not a foreign 
value. I mean, the people that like where they live, they take care of it. They take care of 
their property, they invest in their property. It's not a cost, it's a sense of responsibility. 
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And, I think that responsibility goes into the future, you know. Not just now, but what 
do you want it to be like? What do you want to leave behind, you know? What do you 
want people to think of Homewood as, you know? And I think that that's important. So 
it’s like you want people to think Homewood is a very nice place to raise a family. But 
there is a cost that comes to that. You have to be involved and it's not necessarily a 
commitment, you know. But it's like, you have to be aware that this cost is there. So it 
requires to participate, whatever that cost is. And I think it's hard to evaluate and I think 
most people underestimate, you know, what it requires. I don't think it's a material cost, 
but I think it's a spiritual cost.  

Malaika: How do people, how would someone learn what it requires to do this, you know, to 
have that sense of responsibility? Is that something that is natural to people or is it 
learned through the community?  

Mr. Eller: I think it's learned through the community and learned through your neighbors. You 
know, your neighbors respect each other and they learn that. It's not something that 
you necessarily move into the, I mean, you have a general sense of decency and a 
general sense of responsibility. But you know, this is what I've learned from living there. 
Is that the people really care. They really care about each other, you know, and boy, 
that's great. You know what I mean, boy to have that in your neighbors? Oh man, I think 
that that's the essence, you know what I mean? And it's hard to find. I think neighbors 
and neighborhoods like that. So that's, I guess that's the luxury. It's not really a cost.  

Malaika: And as new folks start moving in, as you know, a lot of these long-time residents start 
moving on, do you feel confident that Homewood will stay the way it is? And that 
people will develop this sense of responsibility?  

Mr. Eller: No, I don't. I don't because I think it takes a while to develop that and understand that 
and care about that. And I think new people, it puts the neighborhood at risk because 
they come in and they want to create change or they want to do something without 
really understanding the values of the neighborhood. So that's part of the cost is really 
being aware that there are people out there that do want to change and make changes 
and changes that may not be, you know, conducive to the longevity and the survival of 
the neighborhood.   

Malaika: Any other thoughts?  

Mr. Eller: That's all I have.  

 


