
 

A People’s History of the Homewood Neighborhood: Connie Rance 

 

Malaika: So can you tell me a little bit about who you are? What do you do? How long have you 
lived here?  

Ms. Rance: Oh, okay. Well, I came to Minnesota after having been married for six months. My 
husband came home one day and said, what do you think about moving to Minnesota? I 
said, I don't think anything about it. I didn't have any friends or any relatives. I didn't 
know very much about Minnesota other than it was cold and that the tears in your eyes 
and the hairs in your nose froze. So I wasn't up for that. But anyway, that's how we got 
here. He had a job with Controlled Data and they were doing a lot of recruiting back in 
the, I would say from maybe like '69 to '70, the early seventies. And he was in that 
group. And that's how we came here.  

Malaika: Where were you living at that time?  

Ms. Rance: I was living in Detroit, Michigan.  

Malaika: And when you first moved to Minnesota, did you move directly into this house or did 
you live somewhere else?  

Ms. Rance: No, I remember we stayed at the Holiday Inn downtown for several months and I would 
go out every morning with a newspaper looking for places to stay in apartments. And 
the doorman would say, ‘where are you going today?’ And I said, ‘well, I'm going here’ 
and I'd show him the papers. ‘Oh yeah, that's a good area, blah, blah blah.’ And then 
when I would show him places on the Northside he'd say, ‘oh stay away from there. You 
don't want to go there.’ Well, I didn't know the Northside, we didn't know anything 
about the city, where to live. So we ended up moving to Brooklyn Center right across 
from Brookdale and we were there for about a year and one day my husband came 
home and he said, ‘you know what, it's a crying shame.’ And I said, ‘what?’ He says, ‘you 
are the only black person that I see after 5:30 and that has to change.’ So we looked for 
a place closer into the city and we lived on Oliver and 14th for about a year and we were 
both working. So I saved up my paycheck and we lived off his paycheck until we got 
enough money to put a down payment on a house. And so we were looking for houses 
and he came home one day and he says, ‘I found the perfect house.’ And I said, ‘where 
is it?’ And so he brought me over here. I was not interested in living in this 
neighborhood. It was too much in the middle of things for me. I wanted to be a little bit 
out. Actually, I wanted to be on Memorial Parkway, but there weren't any houses then. 
So we moved in here. But, I would not want to live anyplace else after moving in here. I 
always had good neighbors. They were friendly. We got to know each other and I still 
have good friends in this neighborhood. Yeah, this is the best kept secret as far as I'm 
concerned.  

Malaika: When you first moved here, was the house in this condition? Did you have to do work to 
renovate the house or anything?  
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Ms. Rance: No, the house was in excellent condition when we moved in. I mean we've painted. We 
did a few little cosmetic things. But after my husband died I kind of took out all the stuff 
that I didn't like and so it's kind of how I like it and it's pretty much been this way. Yeah.  

Malaika: Do you know who you bought the house from? Did you know who lived here before?  

Ms. Rance: Yes, I did. And that was Ida. I think her last name was Davis. She lived here and then the 
Fords lived here. And periodically the Fords, one of the Ford children, will stop by and 
say, ‘oh, we used to live here. We just wanted to stop by and see who was in the house 
now.’ And then one year, many years ago, a small van of Jewish people came through 
and one of the families used to live here and they were just stopping in the 
neighborhood to see how it had changed. And I got a chance to meet and talk with 
them.  

Malaika: When you first moved in, you said you had nice neighbors, who were they? What did 
they do for work? Were they black? Were they white?  

Ms. Rance: Well, the neighborhood was pretty well integrated when I moved in here. And Alberta 
Summers who passed last year worked at First Plymouth Bank and I got to know her 
very well. And then there was Al McFarlane who lives down, a couple blocks down the 
street. He owns a newspaper. I got to know him. And then there was the Isaacmans that 
live on Sheridan and I think he was over at the University of Minnesota. I think he was 
an architect, I'm not sure. And there's Bev and George Roberts. He owns the gallery 
down here on the corner. And Alfrieda, who was a little German lady, good neighbor. 
She used to do childcare for the neighborhood. And then Elsie moved away to 
California, but she used to keep my children. Mildred Clark is down, right across the 
park. And everybody took their kids to Mildred for daycare. And there's just a lot of 
people. The Glovers and Ossie James Brooks and just a host of people. And on this block, 
who did I know for a long time? Claire Rogers used to live right next door to me and her 
house now is a, I don't know if they call it a halfway house, but it's a residence for men 
who are trying to change their lives. And so she was there and Norma and Roger 
Anderson. Roger is an attorney over in St. Paul and Norma used to run the Northside 
Development Center. It was one that was developed by Controlled Data that my 
husband worked at. And so when I had my baby, my baby was about a year old and was 
in childcare over here or at Mildred's, I can't remember. But because Norma was a 
neighbor and Jim worked for Controlled Data, then he thought that my kid, our kid, 
should be in the daycare center and I wasn't ready to go, to let him go yet. But anyway, 
Jim insisted, so he went. And it's a funny story. We laugh about this because when I 
went, I was so worried about if he was going to be okay. I said if anything happens make 
sure you let me know, 'we'll let you know'. And she said Kenny cried, that's my son. He 
cried for about a whole week, all day long and he would just kind of stop by the time it 
was time for me to come from work, but they never told me that he was crying all day. 
But he adjusted, you know, he got used to it. But I mean if they had told me that I 
probably would have snatched him out of there. This is not the place right now, but 
anyway. Yeah, yeah.  
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Malaika: It seems like you had great relationships with your neighbors and neighbors provided 
services for each other. They did childcare. What are the other sorts of services or things 
that the neighborhood did together?  

Ms. Rance: We have a neighborhood block club that I've been active in for years. I used to be block 
club captain. They do National Night Out. One neighbor that lived across the street, he 
passed away a couple of years ago, but anyway, he had a big garden. So everybody 
bought collard greens from him. It was just nice to be able to run across the street and 
buy greens and tomatoes and whatever else he had. And if anything happened in the 
neighborhood, we really shared that information with each other. So if something was 
going on that was suspicious, we'd kind of pass the word. We really kind of, I can say we 
really watch out for each other and that's one of the things that I like about this 
neighborhood. I could take a bowl of soup or a pot of greens over to Moses or I could 
take bread pudding to this neighbor down the street. We changed a lot of stuff. We had 
garage sales together. Yeah, it's just a caring neighborhood.  

Malaika: And why do you think that is? Do you think it's something unique about the people or 
unique about the community?  

Ms. Rance: Well, I think the people that live here love neighborhood and they want to take care of 
the neighborhood and they want it to be good. And so we do everything we can to make 
sure that nothing creeps in here that we don't want, you know.  

Malaika: Are there any particular events that stand out to you, since you've moved here?  

Ms. Rance: How do you mean?  

Malaika: Like any social events or big political events that happened that were really important 
for the neighborhood?  

Ms. Rance: No, but this one thing. When they have National Night Out, you kind of know the 
people. I can go all the way to Washburn and know people. And I can go maybe two 
blocks going south and know people on each street. The nice thing about a National 
Night Out, it's a big cookout, but what happens is the people in the neighborhood come 
out and so you see people. And we meet in the park down there. And you meet in the 
park and you say where did all these people come from? And then you see how many 
children there are. How many mixed couples there are. How many white couples there. 
How many black couples are still around together. And so that's kind of a nice, that's 
kind of a nice thing. I enjoy that. And then they do, once a year, I'm not sure who puts 
that on, but there's kind of like in the park, there's kind of a performance. The kids 
usually do it and we bring out our chairs, and excuse me, they have a stage. And we just 
watch them perform. And Lorraine Smaller kinda runs that.  

Malaika: Were there any very important businesses or organizations that helped shape the 
community or was it mainly residential? 
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Ms. Rance: It was pretty much residential when I moved in. There were a couple of businesses along 
Plymouth Avenue. There were a couple of kind of like mom and pop stores. And one of 
them didn't have a real good reputation and that was the talk of the neighborhood and 
eventually he left. And then George Roberts, he would be a good one for you to talk, 
who owns the gallery has been in the neighborhood for a long time. And he bought one 
of the, it was an old dilapidated building at the corner that had been shuttered for, I 
don't know, for a long time. Maybe it had been shuttered since the riots. Which I call 
skirmishes, you know. They say oh it was a riot. No, that was a skirmish. I'm from Detroit 
where they had a real riot. But anyway, there were a couple buildings down there and 
then Shirley put her art studio in one part of it. And then George put the gallery in the 
other part.  

Malaika: How have you seen the community change since you've been here?  

Ms. Rance: Not a whole lot. It's been really fairly stable. Some of the, like in this block on Russell, 
this block and the next block, it's been seniors who have passed away. And their homes 
have gone up for sale and maybe a couple in this block. But it's not a lot of turnover, 
that's for sure. And I think that the people in the neighborhood work to keep their 
properties looking good, you know, so there's a sense of community there, that we want 
to have a good looking community and so people do a real good job of keeping up their 
property. Cozell Breedlove lived diagonally across from me and he was at Phyllis 
Wheatley. I don't know, he may have been one of the founders, I'm not sure. But he 
lived over there for years and his lawn was just, a blade of grass wasn't out of place. 
That's how he kept it, very nice. And then when he passed away, you know, that kind of 
changed. And so that went down a little bit, but they recently rehabbed his house now 
and there's a family I understand that moved in there from Bloomington who wanted to 
downsize. House has six bedrooms in it. So I'm trying to figure out what kind of house 
did they live in before they moved over there and I haven't met them yet. The weather 
hasn't been real good and I didn't want to be tramping in snow and stuff. So I thought 
I'd wait until the weather is good that I go over and introduce myself.  

Malaika: What was it like raising a child or children in this community?  

Ms. Rance: Well, I was a single parent because my husband was killed in '78. They were eight and 
four. So raising kids was like work. Going back to that neighborhood concept, depending 
on each other. Because I was single and there were a couple of single families in this 
neighborhood. But one of the things that I remember most is that I had a real good 
friend. She had three children. She was divorced. I had two. And some weekends I 
would come home and I would be so tired. I was just really tired and I'd call her and I'd 
say ‘Bit’, I said, ‘I am so tired’. She says, ‘well girl, bring the kids over here’. And she'd 
say, ‘well what do you have over there?’ I said, ‘well I got some hamburger in here and 
some spaghetti sauce’. She says, ‘well, I have spaghetti, so bring them over here and let 
them spend the night and then you do whatever you need to do to kind of rejuvenate 
yourself.’ So we did that. We traded off kids, so if she wanted to do something special 
on the weekends. So we didn't have to worry about babysitters because we were each 
other's babysitters. And then I had other friends in the neighborhood that helped keep 
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my kids and I kept their kids and that's really kind of how we managed without having to 
spend a lot of money. Now that was a godsend. That really was. Yeah, that was very 
important to me. But my kids love the neighborhood. They played pretty much right in 
this area. I wasn't the kind of mom that would let them go into the next block or you 
know, over on the next street where I couldn't see them. So I had to be able to see them 
and know where they were. I had to know their friends. You know I was here by myself. 
I didn't have any family so it was really important to me that I kept up with them. And I 
don't know, maybe you've heard of Beverly Propes, but Beverly Prooes had three kids 
also and so her son and my son were the same age and so it was okay for me to let him 
go one block this way in the park. But now I could really stand in this window and look in 
the park. Or if I didn't want to walk down to the park to get them, I can just stand here 
on the corner and hope they would see me and then tell them come on home. But yeah, 
so that was good. And you know what, you felt safe in the neighborhood. I didn't feel 
like, ‘ooh, I better not let them go out because somebody might bother them or try to 
take them or you know.’ No, I, I didn't have that fear.    

Malaika: Did you not have that fear because you felt the neighborhood was safe or because you 
knew other people were looking out or all of the above or none of those? 

Ms. Rance: Well because I felt the neighborhood was fairly safe and I knew that we looked out for 
each other. And there wasn't a lot of violence or anything like that going on in the 
neighborhood when I raised them. No, I don't remember a lot of violence.  

Malaika: What did you do for work?  

Ms. Rance: Well, I worked at Hennepin County Medical Center. I was in occupational therapy and I 
headed up their inpatient psych unit for occupational therapy. And then I was there for 
about 17 years. And I got the bright idea, 'I wonder if this is all God wants me to do'. I 
was comfortable, the job paid well. I worked four days a week. So I decided that if there 
was something else I would need to do, I could never discover it working there. So I 
went and I developed a questionnaire and I went and I interviewed people in about 10 
professions that I thought I might be interested in. You know, like working for a 
newspaper, social work, insurance. I don't know what I had on that list, a florist. You 
know, everything I thought I might be interested in. And as I interviewed these people I 
asked them all the same questions and I thought, 'oh, I don't want to do that'. And so I 
just said, okay Connie, just relax and rest about that. And I eventually left the hospital 
and I went to work for Equitable Financial Companies as a financial rep. And I did that 
for about seven years. And then, that was on a commissioned basis, which was really 
hard work to carry a family - a kid in college and one at home. And so I was tired of that. 
So one of my clients, I sold them a retirement plan. And so we were just chit-chatting at 
the table one day after we were done with the business. And the director said, ‘why 
don't you come work for us and you can use your work as an occupational therapist.’ So 
I went to work for Reuben Lindh Family Services. And that's where I retired from. So I 
was there for about 13 years before I retired.  
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Malaika: Awesome. And what sort of work did your neighbors do? What did the other people in 
the community do?  

Ms. Rance: Well, let's see. Beverly was a nurse and George was an educator. Al ran the newspaper. 
Carolyn was an administrative assistant. Alberta was retired but she had worked in the 
bank. One worked for the post office. What did Mary do, I think she was a social worker. 
One was a doctor.  

Malaika: How is the neighborhood different than 2018?  

Ms. Rance: Not much. What I see is, back then the neighborhood was integrated, believe it or not. 
But what I see now are more young couples walking with two or three dogs. I see 
couples walking, pushing baby strollers, running at night. The houses haven't changed, 
you know, the houses haven't changed at all, but I can see a different group coming in. 
Young white couples is what I notice most. 

Malaika: Does that worry you or do you feel optimistic about that?  

Ms. Rance: It doesn't worry me. It concerns me because I don't want this neighborhood to become 
an all-white neighborhood. I want it to remain diverse. I want other black families and 
black couples to come into this neighborhood. But the prices of the houses are going up 
and I guess it's that, I don't know if it's gentrification or not, but things are changing. 
And so anytime I see somebody and I see a house up for sale, I'm advertising. You know, 
like, come look at this - it's a nice house in the neighborhood. I want it to remain diverse 
in terms of professional backgrounds, economics and race and all of that.  

Malaika: Is it different being a homeowner or keeping up your house 2018 than it was when 
you...?  

Ms. Rance: It's more expensive. When I was younger, I mean I could mow my own grass and I could 
paint this room and do all that stuff or I could hammer a little bit. But now that I'm 
older, everything you have to pay for, if it's plumbing, if it's the snow, it's the grass. 
Yeah. It's more costly in terms, I have to put out more for maintenance.  

Malaika: Do you think that there are things that the city could do to help you be a homeowner in 
2018?  

Ms. Rance: I think the city could lower my taxes. Lower my taxes and maybe have more services for 
like maintaining your home for seniors that are, oh, I hate that word, affordable. That 
are, you know, that you can pay for. You know, not a lot but some. They could do more 
to - sometimes I worry about if we have seniors in our neighborhood in their homes, 
people may not know that. Because dementia is such a big problem these days and it 
just seems like, it just feels like an epidemic, if you ask me. And I don't know where 
dementia came from because when I was growing up or even when my grandmother, 
we didn't have that. So I don't know where it's coming from, but it's coming from 
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someplace. And people say, oh well yeah, we're living longer. That's not it. I don't know. 
Do you have any thoughts about that?  

Malaika: I've seen some research that says that it's something about us not using our bodies as 
much when we're younger. You know, we're all pretty stationary. We work at desks and 
stuff. I don't know if it's true or not, but some research was saying that because people 
in past generations, you know, worked the land and stuff like that, their brains and their 
muscles were different, but I don't know.  

Ms. Rance: I don't know about that. But I just know that it's amazing how many people have that 
now and you know what? The onset seems to be faster.  

Malaika: So you talked about some things that the city could do, but earlier you were talking 
about how it was a lot of neighbors who were doing the work of helping each other. Are 
there other things that your neighbors could do that could help you as a homeowner?  

Ms. Rance: No. The younger ones I have to get to know them better, but I think those young 
couples are busy with their families. Old people are just trying to maintain. If you have 
children and I have a son and I'll say, ‘son, you know, can you come and help me with so 
and so?’ But he has a family. He's trying to go back to school and so I know he's busy. So 
then that means you let a lot of things go. But I liked the fact that they have that 
program that's called Hearts and Hammers. I don't know if you know Hearts and 
Hammers but Hearts and Hammers is a nonprofit group and they have people from 
large corporations come together and every year they'll pick certain houses that need to 
be painted or fixed up. And now, like a couple of years ago, I had my house painted on 
the outside. And it was a godsend. And then they outlined my flowers up against the 
house and they put that little plot of land out. They did a little flower bed out there and 
so they've done my house and they've done this house next door. And that's a volunteer 
and I think that's great. I'm glad somebody's doing that. Now, could the city do that and 
charge seniors, you know, a small amount to come and do that. But if the service is free, 
yeah, they were more free services like that, I would think that if they had a core group 
of people that that's all they did, they could really maintain the neighborhoods and 
make them look really good. But some people just can't afford to do that.  

Malaika: Is there anything else about living in this neighborhood that we should talk about that I 
didn't ask about?  

Ms. Rance: No, I told you that I think this is the best kept secret in Minneapolis and I love the 
neighborhood. It's close, fairly close to you know, shopping and things you need to do. 
And they've got that new building coming up at Plymouth and Penn and they'll have 
some businesses inside. And some of the neighbors, we get together and we laugh 
about, you know, every other neighborhood has a little coffee shop that they can walk 
to. Where we can congregate and meet up and just kind of talk and share. So we're 
hoping that when that building is finished that they'll have that in there. A place for us 
to meet. And another thing that, I want to say this too, I'll put this in. What I really 
would like to see is, that Lincoln School over there on the corner has been empty pretty 
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much. They've rented it to charter schools a couple times, but we don't have a 
community center on the Northside where people can go and get certain services and 
go and learn about different topics. Maybe engage in hobbies, learn new hobbies. You 
know? Someplace to go and socialize in the community. You know, like Sabanthani over 
south has that community center. We don't have anything like that. And I would love to 
see something like that on the Northside. Open up the swimming pool in there. You 
know, the new Y is up there, which is really a nice facility, Cora McCorvey Health and 
Wellness. I go up there and exercise along with a few neighbors, but they don't have a 
pool in there. And so we've been grumping about, you know, we need a pool. They used 
to have a pool over in Lincoln.  

Malaika: Did your children go to Lincoln?  

Ms. Rance: My kids went to...no, they didn't go to Lincoln. My son, they went to Loring and then 
they went to Breck for a few years and then they went to high school at North. That's 
where they graduated from and then they both went to Howard.  

Malaika: Thank you so much. This was really great.  

 


