
 

A People’s History of the Homewood Neighborhood: Jackie Cherryhomes 

 

Malaika: So will you just give a little bio of yourself, who are you, what do you do?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: I'm Jackie Cherryhomes. I'm a government relations consultant, I own my own 
business. I'm a 38 year resident of North Minneapolis, born and raised in 
Minneapolis, grew up in south Minneapolis. I'm a graduate of Minnehaha 
Academy and Augsburg College. And I moved to the Northside with my first 
husband. We bought a house on a block where literally nobody was living. There 
were two other families there, the rest of the houses were burned out. And I 
sort of decided that what I needed to do was become engaged in the 
community. And I started to do community organizing while working as a legal 
secretary because I couldn't find a job. And I was doing community organizing 
and then I've always had a passion about housing. And so I was concerned 
because I saw what I would call a bunch of kind of crummy landlords really 
taking advantage of primarily women of color and their kids by providing 
substandard housing. And so I went to grants writing school and I learned how 
to redevelop housing and went to work for the Northside Residents Council and 
developed about 120 units of rental housing and then managed those units, 
which was a real life changing experience for me. And I did that for six or seven 
years maybe. Then went to City Hall and was the President of the City Council 
for 12 years, representing the neighborhood that I was living in. I married my 
second husband almost 22 years ago, it will be 22 years in October. He grew up 
in the neighborhood, swore he was never coming back. And I said, well, if you 
want to marry me, honey, you got no choice.  

Ms. Cherryhomes: He's an African American criminal defense attorney in Minneapolis. And we 
have one child who is almost 21 and is living in Chicago studying musical theater 
at the Chicago College of Performing Arts. I lost my election by about 55 votes 
back in about 2002. We could've had a recount. But I said, you know, there's 
something speaking to me, it's time to do something else. So I set up my own 
business and have never looked back. I've got what I consider to be a robust and 
successful government relations consulting business. And ran for mayor four 
years ago, unsuccessfully but again had a great time doing that. And you know, I 
had a real passion about, I really wanted us to have a mayor who came from an 
urban, from the heart of the community. And so it didn't work out that way, but 
I'm still somewhat engaged in community stuff though I tend to take sort of a 
backseat because I don't want to be too out front because we need to develop 
new leadership. And because I have such an incredible wealth of knowledge 
that when I'm in a room, people turn to me and say ‘Jackie, what we do’ and 
that's not always the right way to approach something. So the first time that I've 
really spoken out on anything in the last 15 years was on the historic 
designation and I got really actively engaged in opposing that. But you know, I 
occasionally go to my block club meeting, but everybody knows where to find 
me. And people still call and say, ‘Jackie, what should we do?’ So that's kind of 
who I am.  
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Malaika: Can we go back to the time when you first moved into your house? So you were 
the only family on the block?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: There were two other families living there and they were renovating houses. 
Ours had been renovated and I knew nothing about North Minneapolis. All I 
knew was that it was a house my husband and I could afford and not have to be 
strapped for cash. We could afford to travel and go back to school if we wanted 
to and I wasn't going to be house poor. And I knew nothing about the 
community. I had never been to North Minneapolis and you know it was a 
whole new world. I remember getting on the bus to go to work downtown the 
first day and I was the only white person on the bus. And that was when I first 
had to think through 'oh, okay. I guess this is another world, you know, I guess 
this is something different.' And it challenged me to, yeah it challenged me. I got 
involved in starting some block clubs because my sense was that if I was going 
to live there, I wasn't going to live in my house. I was going to live in my 
community and I had no training in this, but I just, my common sense told me 
that the best way to be safe and make my way was to get to know whoever was 
living around me, wherever they were. And so we formed like a four-block block 
club sort of thing because there weren't a whole lot of us. And we organized 
and did what now people train you to do. We just kind of did it out of, that's 
what you do. I've always been politically active, so that started early on in the 
community.  

Malaika: And so you're one of two families, who were the other families that started to 
move in after you? And give us a little bit of a timeline.  

Ms. Cherryhomes: There was, within about three years, the block had more people on it. But you 
know, the beauty of the neighborhood for me has always been that it's an 
eclectic group of people. We had an elderly woman, Mrs. Lynch and her 
husband who lived down the block in a Section 8 house. I didn't know what 
Section 8 was at the time, but yeah. And we had Rudy and Arliss Ross, another 
biracial couple and she did daycare. We had Dan and Dana Elsner across the 
street. Then there was another African American family next door who lived 
there for a long time. And then another couple moved in and then, so you know, 
it was just sort of people started moving over the course of, you know three or 
four years. And the beauty of it is that it was just a rich mix of people that 
probably would never have met each other except for that they were all living 
there together.  

Malaika: And a rich mix it sounds like in terms of race and ethnicity... 

Ms. Cherryhomes: Race and ethnicity, income, age. There was a woman sort of about half a block 
down and around the corner. Edna Salanthum, who was left from the days of 
there being a very Finnish neighborhood. She lived there until she died. She was 
there with us, with Mrs. Lynch, the older black woman and her husband who - 
I'll never forget, I had never been to a black funeral. When he died, I went to his 
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funeral and I thought, 'whoa this is a whole new experience.' But you know, if 
you choose to participate and you choose to be aware, it is a really rich 
experience. If you choose to keep yourself in your house or if you are intent on 
making things be like you are, you miss all the fun I think.  

Malaika: And so you lived within the Homewood neighborhood specifically?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: No, I lived on 13th and Newton. I've lived in Homewood for almost 22 years. I 
lived at the other house for 20 years, so I've been within a block of the 
Penn/Plymouth intersection either way. It was always considered that you were 
moving up if you moved west of Penn, and I always wanted to move west of 
Penn. And so when I remarried, my husband said, 'well, I'm not living in your ex-
husband's house, so you know let's find another house.' And so we moved in 
there. 

Malaika: So it's moving up to move west of Penn, what are some of the perceptions that 
you think the rest of the Northside has of Homewood or had of Homewood. And 
then the rest of the city as well? 

Ms. Cherryhomes: I think that within the community, Homewood and Old Highland are kind of the 
most stable. It's viewed as being a very stable community I think by other 
Northsiders. I think it's a very stable community. It might be viewed as being a 
little snooty. You know, but I think the rest of the city doesn't know enough 
about us. They're starting to understand that it's a good community. But, yeah, I 
think the rest of the city doesn't know enough about the Northside to 
differentiate one part from the next.  

Ms. Cherryhomes: Can you talk a little bit more about the organizing work that the block club did? 
So, you know, you started as a way to get to know your neighbors, to create 
safety and then what did you do?  

Malaika: Well, we had some traffic issues so we petitioned the City to put some diverters 
in and we didn't succeed in that effort, but we got to know each other better 
over that effort and people got to understand political power and political 
pressure and how to exert it. Crime and safety were a much bigger issue then 
than they are now. And I mean it was a neighborhood where any day of the 
week I'd come home and find five or six guys sitting on my front steps 
preventing me from going into my house. It was not as safe, you know. It's so 
much quieter now. Every night was gunshots. Drug sales were rampant on the 
street. I mean, it was a very, very different place than it is now. And part of that 
was I think the nature of the times, the rise of sort of, I hate to use the word 
gang but that was happening. And the crack cocaine epidemic really devastated 
communities like ours. I don't kid myself, there's still plenty of drug sales going 
on, but it's largely marijuana, which is a much quieter drug. Though I am 
concerned now about the heroin and opiate sales that are going on. And again, 
that's a quieter, more undercover. But crack cocaine was, people who were 
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abusing it were on the street. You saw that. You don't see people abusing heroin 
unless you're peaking in their car. You know what I mean? But it's a very 
different, very different drug situation. But it was largely a matter, we organized 
for survival because it was not very safe or very welcoming. 

Malaika: And what was the response of either nonprofits or did you work with 
nonprofits?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: There weren't many. I mean, we got involved with NRRC, obviously. And we 
knew that there was the Willard-Homewood organization which was on the 
other side of Penn, which was kind of the people that were lah-de-dah. And 
there was, you know, the Moore board which ran Pilot City, so we knew a little 
about Pilot City. But there wasn't a lot of connection to nonprofits at that point.  

Malaika: And then what was the connection with the city and government agencies? 

Ms. Cherryhomes: Working through our council member. And I made it my business to figure out, 
because this is kind of how I always do things, is to figure out you know, where 
is their money? How can we get money for organizing? I mean that's just how I 
think and what I do. And so we sort of started to unravel the city bureaucracy 
and figure out where we fit into that.  

Malaika: Want to switch gears a little bit? So you talked about your son. What was it like 
raising a child in your community?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: You know, there weren't a lot of kids around when we were raising Emma. Her 
best friend, and her friend to this day, lived about half a block away. And we 
met because as moms we met each other in the park when we realized we had 
girls that were the same age. But there weren't a lot of kids around. And I think 
that the lack of a strong educational presence, which is often a binding thing in a 
community, kids go to school, that doesn't happen. So she didn't know a lot of 
the kids in our neighborhood other than Natalie and her brother and sister. I 
kind of missed that, but it is what it is. I mean, she didn't go to school in the 
community. The options weren't anything my husband was particularly 
interested in for her. And turned out we made some really good choices about 
that. But you know, there were some things that were troubling that I think 
she's somewhat damaged by to this day. There were two break-ins in our house, 
when she was an infant. One when she was six months old and the other one, 
so she doesn't remember that one. I remember that one vividly. Then we had 
another one when she was about, she must've been three or four because I was 
still in office and she remembers that one to this day. And her sense of personal 
safety was compromised and she will never feel comfortable. She remembers, I 
mean I heard the person. I heard the alarm going off, grabbed her, she was in 
the bed with me. I grabbed her and my husband went downstairs, which I still 
don't know why he did that, I guess he's just male. And I took her and I sat in a 
closet and I called 911. And I tell people that you can bitch about the cops all 
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you want, but until you are huddled in a closet holding your child with them in 
terror and you equally afraid, you can't. You know, I didn't call my next door 
neighbor. I called the police. And you know, blessedly it all worked out okay. But 
that affected her. It also affected her that one day there was a gun fight in front 
of our house, with some guy running down the street shooting at people and 
she was watching out the window. So there are things like that I mean, I don't 
think they've damaged her. Obviously she lives in Chicago just fine, but it's 
taught her to be pretty streetwise and that's, you know, I think that's kind of 
sad.  

Malaika: So then why do you stay? So you moved in because this is the house that you 
could afford... 

Ms. Cherryhomes: It's my house, it's my neighborhood, I'm not going anywhere. I will stay there 
until they take me out in a crate. It's home. It's where I am. I don't believe in 
walking away from things. I believe in working to figure out how to make them 
better and bad things can happen lots of different places, you know. So you just 
figure out how to make them better. And you know the lesson that Emma 
learned on that is that the police are there to protect you and you can expect 
that. And so yeah, I don't know where I would go.  

Malaika: You talked a little bit about, and I'm going to put in like the seventies the 
eighties were really hard time of gangs and crime and drugs. Are there other 
overarching themes of the time since you've moved in or important political 
events since you've moved in?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: I think one of the themes that's sort of run through the community historically is 
about every 10 to 12 years there's a new real estate scam and we become 
victim to the real estate scam faster and sooner than anybody else it seems like 
because we have people who are at housing risk. And so every 10 to 12 years, 
there's a new group of crappy people that own properties. And you know, 
there's equity skimming, there was foreclosures, there was all kinds of bad. So 
that's a theme that has run through it. I can't think of any other. I will say it's 
gotten safer and better. I think when we look back at the time we're in now, we 
will look back and see that one of the themes is more young white families 
moving in. And I don't know, I have real mixed feelings about how to judge that, 
given I should judge that. But it's, I understand the issues of gentrification and I 
really get that. But I also understand that when I talk to a lot of African 
American middle class families, the first thing they want to do is get away from 
the neighborhood and they don't consider it an option. So do I blame the young 
family on my block that's taking advantage of that opportunity for that house 
when other people are making an active choice to go to Golden Valley or 
Brooklyn Center or?...And I don't begrudge anybody the desire to move 
somewhere else. If you've always been told you can't go there, the minute you 
can you sure as hell are going to go there. So I don't have a judgment on that 
behavior, but I have trouble getting angry about my new neighbors, like some 
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people are. Because they're just working families too, you know, they're 
working class. I see them getting up every morning, taking their kid to daycare 
of the same way everybody else is. But some other families, African American 
families, have chosen to not to take advantage of that opportunity. So I think at 
some point we need to talk about that and be honest about that.  

Ms. Cherryhomes: The other thing I'll say is that it is one of the few communities where there are 
so many mixed race families, biracial families which makes it very comfortable. 
You know, there's a little, we got a little bit of everything you know. White men 
with black women, white women with black men, this, that, we've got gay 
couples. We got everything, you know. And that's the beauty of the community 
as I see it. But I get worried because there's some how this notion that people 
are being excluded and I don't think that's necessarily the case, I don't. Housing 
prices are still cheaper than they are anywhere else. So I don't know. 

Malaika: So some of the defining characteristics I've heard you describe of the 
community are just like the diversity of the people who live there is. Would you 
also say that there's any defining characteristics of any businesses within the 
community or would you say it's mainly a residential community?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: I think it's mainly residential. I think that businesses have been the giant 
challenge. And I think part of that is just on the part of big corporations, I think 
it's institutional racism. That they look at the Northside and they see what they 
think they see, but they don't ever just scratch the surface and find out that, oh 
that's really not what the real deal is. And then I think the other challenge is 
economic. It is difficult to start your own business and if you don't have access 
to capital then you're not going to be able to. And it's left us in a position where 
we all, I laugh because we all go home to the D'Amicos on Winnetka but you 
know, just move the D'Amicos closer in. But it seems that there is not a vision 
about how you can do that. And I don't give up because I went to Harlem about 
two years ago and saw what Marcus Samuelsson's restaurant Red Rooster did to 
revitalize Harlem. It took one person to take a little bit of a risk and then that 
started to generate something else. So you know, I keep hope. I'm hopeful that 
someday.  

Malaika: And would you consider Homewood specifically, but the Northside generally a 
neighborhood that's defined by a particular leaders or would you say it is a 
larger community ethos that drives change?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: I don't think you can define or can talk about the Northside. I think there's so 
many pockets within the Northside that I don't think you could talk about the 
Northside. And I think that's something that government and everybody else 
sort of lumps us all together. Homewood is no more like Camden, or like Near 
North. I mean they're very different pockets. And I don't think of it in terms of 
leaders. I think of it in terms of my neighbors. And I think one of the defining 
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characteristics of the community is wherever you are, whether it be on 13th and 
Newton, 11th and Knox, or 12th and Sheridan and we make community.  

Malaika: You talked a little bit about some of the maybe challenges or current changes in 
Homewood in 2018. What are your hopes for the community into the future?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: You know I hope that we can continue to all live together in peace and 
harmony. I worry that some of the new folks want to define it the way they 
want to define it. And I worry that underlying issues of race are things that we 
don't talk about, but they're there. I'll tell you about a funny block club meeting. 
We had a block club meeting in September I think it was, a number of blocks. 
We all came together at the park, across the street from my house. And as 
usual, one of the issues that came up was crime and safety and it felt like it was 
like a time warp because I'm sitting there and there was a couple of young white 
women talking about how 'we don't want to call the police because we're 
worried about what they will do to people'. But then we had Gayle Smaller and 
Marcus, two strong African American men say 'that's bullshit, you call the 
police. You hold them accountable, but you call the police.' And I thought this 
really, really, really weird. This is really weird. And so I worry that  people have 
perceptions that aren't necessarily reality and I worry that... and my daughter 
and I were talking about this last night, that we don't have open opportunities. 
We don't have open conversations about who we are and in the background 
race kinda gets in the way of stuff. I worry about that.  

Malaika: Can you explain that a little bit more? So you were surprised... 

Ms. Cherryhomes: These white girls were like, 'I could never call the police. It's an awful thing to 
do.' But those of us who've really lived through bad stuff, 'no.' I told my husband 
because he's a criminal law attorney, he said, 'well, of course we call the 
freaking police.' He's 65 years old. But it was kind of like when the worlds 
collide. It was like the white liberal progressive view of things that they think 
that's the way the African American community would respond, but they don't 
know enough. And they've never had an honest enough conversation to know 
that they really probably... You know, white progressives always assume that 
black people are more liberal and progressive than they are. They don't 
understand the power of the church. They don't understand historicity of 
everything. So for me, it's a really weird place to be because I feel sort of caught 
in the middle of all of it.  

Malaika: Do you feel that in order to...like, what's going to fix that?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: You know, I don't know. I think in my own way, I think that it's just continuing to 
live and talk and be honest and challenge people when they say things. It came 
up, it's really sort of present in my space right now because our daughter's in 
the theater and she studying theater in Chicago. And she had to write a piece 
for class yesterday and she wrote a piece that she called a Teeter Totter, which 
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is about being a biracial child and how it's influenced her life. So she called last 
night. She was really excited because it provoked an incredible conversation in 
class. And her professor, his parents escaped the Holocaust. So that's his reality. 
There were two other biracial black girls in her class, a Native kid in a Latino kid. 
And she said it was this...She said, 'I always hoped that when I wrote theater, 
wrote drama, that it would make people think'. She said it was this incredibly 
profound conversation. So you know, maybe it's theatre that helps us talk to 
each other more. But I think for me personally, it's continuing to challenge 
people when they think they know. Continuing to challenge white people when 
they think they know and continuing to be an honest broker and an honest 
voice of my reality, which I think is important.  

Malaika: Are there other things that I didn't ask you about that you'd like to discuss in 
living in Homewood? Living in your neighborhoods?  

Ms. Cherryhomes: Well, I just love my home. I love where I live. I've got great neighbors. We're not 
in each other's business, but we take care of each other. It's everything you 
should want in an urban community, it's a little bit of everybody. I think the 
thing that people just sort of miss about the Northside is there's just a ton of 
really talented people that we're just kind of all there. You've got university 
professors, you got, my husband is no small shakes as a lawyer. He's the only 
certified criminal defense attorney in Minnesota who is African American. He 
has been in private practice for almost 40 years. There's just this wealth of 
people here, but it's like nobody bothers. And then people will say things like, 'I 
didn't know they lived on the Northside' or it's like people come to my house to 
clean my carpet or whatever. First thing they do when they walk in is say, 'oh, 
this is a nice house'. What the hell, I wouldn't be getting my carpet cleaned if it 
wasn't.  

Malaika: Okay. Well thank you so much.  

Ms. Cherryhomes: You're very welcome. 

Malaika: I really appreciate it. 

Ms. Cherryhomes: If you need anything else, let me know.  

 


