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Malaika: So tell me a little bit about yourself. Where were you born and raised?  

Lynnea: I was born in Minneapolis. You want specific neighborhoods? Okay. I was born in a 
neighborhood called Tangletown in North Minneapolis, it's located right off of Broadway 
and kind of Gerard area. I lived there until I was five and then my parents bought a 
house in Homewood and we lived on 12th and Sheridan and they owned that house 
until about 10 years ago.  

Malaika: And is that where you live now?  

Lynnea: No, I don't. I live not far from there. I live about a mile, mile and a half away in Golden 
Valley.  

Malaika: What do you remember about growing up in Homewood?  

Lynnea: Well when I grew up in Homewood, it was 1979 which is when my parents bought the 
house. I was five years old and so for me it was…we lived in an apartment, so it was a 
big, a duplex apartment, so it was a little bit of a difference because the whole house 
was ours and my grandparents had lived below us in the place where we were before. It 
had a big yard. There was a park right across the street that I could play in. And there 
were two homes my parents were looking at, one was on Xerxes and a much bigger 
house with a much bigger yard and this house. And they asked me which I'd rather live 
in and because the park apparently I said that house with the park across the street. I 
don't know that it was the best choice, but it is what it is, what it worked out to be for 
us. But the neighborhood also had gone through quite a transition with the Jewish 
community being able to move to St. Louis Park. And then frankly white flight, their 
white flight to St. Louis Park left the opportunity for the first time for African American 
and many mixed ethnicity families to purchase homes at a very affordable rate for them 
at the time. And so the neighborhood really became an enclave of multicultural families: 
African American and other ethnic groups, Chicano families, and Native American 
families. As well as younger white families who were really interested in living in diverse 
communities, which at that time was an act of resistance, very much so. So many people 
who were educators both in K-12 and in Higher Ed bought in that timeframe as well in 
the community. So it was a neighborhood that was intentional of its making, given the 
community that was intentional about its leaving, if that makes sense. And so it wasn't 
just about buying a house for many of the people there, it was about building a 
community that they wanted their children to live in. So the community started a group 
inspired by Jesse Jackson's outcoming of the Civil Rights movement, the Rainbow 
People's Movement. They also started a co-op of opportunities including The Wedge 
started not far from there on Glenwood, sorry not Glenwood, on Golden Valley Road 
close to where the co-op is today. There was a tool co-op where people shared tools 
that they might need. A daycare co-op that turned into a school. And so there were, I 
call it a hippie enclave of folks that really wanted to live differently than their parents in 
many situations and live very intentionally towards a more equitable and just society 
both in the perspective of ethnicity and race, but also in the perspective of gender.  
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Lynnea: And so there were a lot of women who were educated and working and a really strong 
desire to teach young boys and girls coming up about gender equity. That language 
wasn't there at that time, of course. But having a lens of, you know, you can explore any 
career you wanted and we'll support it and doing things you're interested in. A lot of 
artists in the community as well. My parents, a number of others. So it was, I think, a 
really unique place to live. Growing up mixed ethnicity myself and my family being 
mixed ethnicity, I grew up in a space where that was normal and I think that's very rare 
in the seventies to have that kind of experience. It wasn't just normal in my 
neighborhood, it was normal in the school that I went to, it was normal in the church 
that I attended. And so it was, what I have come to appreciate now, a unique experience 
and really powerful in that way because we were able to be raised in a space that a lot 
of people don't think exists. Where there is people from different communities who've 
come together and live happily and in partnership with one another. And that doesn't 
mean perfect, but it means continued. And that legacy I think has really made 
Homewood what it is and why it stands out as a community. I'm concerned about that 
legacy because of gentrification and the people moving in maybe not knowing and 
understanding why it is that Homewood is special. And that a big part of that comes 
from the mixed economic and ethnic makeup of the community from 1968 to I don't 
know that it is as much anymore, but definitely into 2010.  

Malaika: All of this like Rainbow People's Movement and the co-ops and stuff, were there 
particular leaders who were driving this work or was it kind of like a collective 
community understanding and valuing?  

Lynnea: So I mean they're really co-ops, you know, and there was a commune in the 
neighborhood too. So it's just a different way of kind of operating. People worked 
collectively. They researched things like co-parenting and did that and there were 
different groups that would come together in different ways. So in my experience there 
was the community that I went to church with who we all lived, many of us lived in 
Homewood. It was a very small church called Community Covenant Church. So there 
were groups that would, kind of sub-groups that would get together and network 
around different types of things. But it was really collective. And so I think it is a 
neighborhood that didn't lead in the traditional Western context of having like a leader 
who does x, it was relationships that are more collective. That people come together 
and ask a question and then come up with an answer together and then take 
responsibility in implementing that idea of what was created. So I think there certainly 
are many leaders inside of Homewood historically and today, but it's not a place where 
you have like a person who says 'this is what we're going to do' and they do that. It's a 
community conversation typically that yields what occurs or has occurred in 
Homewood. The other subgroups are the block club structure. So Homewood had a 
block club association. So it wasn't just one block, it was the whole neighborhood 
collectively organized and they would maybe do things block by block as needed, but 
would come together across the blocks to do things like National Night Out or address 
some of the opportunities. There were ideas of doing things differently. So that really 
lended to the co-ops that were developed and a part of Homewood's kind of flavor, if 
you will.  
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Malaika: You mentioned a lot of teachers and educators and artists. What did your parents do for 
work and the other adults that you came into contact with?  

Lynnea: Well, so again, there's like different groups. So, my mom on and off stayed home like a 
lot of the moms did because it was just a different time, childcare wasn't available 
always. So whoever needed to financially work, the other people would pick up the slack 
on childcare. And so it was different for different groups, but that was our family's 
experience. My Dad was working for the city in the traffics division some of that time. 
And then as a fine interiors painter. Both my parents are artists. So you have to, you 
know, when you're raising a family, have your money gig and then be able to do your art 
form. They were among the group of the first artists in Homewood Studio when 
Homewood Studio opened up. And then my parents divorced later on, much later on, 
and my mother is a teacher in K-12 education in Las Vegas and my dad lives in a 
warehouse art co-op in Lowertown St. Paul and is doing his art there. So yeah, that's my 
parents kind of story. And we grew up, we were blue collar as far as income goes and 
union household, things like that. But living in Homewood you have a very different 
experience than a typical blue collar experience. And I think that's part of the piece that 
I think people don't understand that have moved into Homewood is they believe it's 
middle income values that have been at play at Homewood. And they don't understand 
that it is a different complete value set that is neutral of income that led to Homewood 
being what it was. It was common beliefs and values among people in that you don't 
have to have a certain type of income in order to have that. And some people were low 
income and some people were middle income and some people were upper income in 
that neighborhood and it was, I think, the strength of the neighborhood to be 
economically diverse.  

Malaika: You're super knowledgeable on Homewood. Were you fully aware of how different it 
was, like the uniqueness of it, when you were a child? Was that something that was 
explicitly told to you? 

Lynnea: You know, one of the amazing things about kids is that whatever they grow up in is what 
they believe in the world is, right? And so it was, it's still a shock. I think I really was able 
to live most of my life influenced greatly by what my reality was and the reality of my 
friends growing up in Homewood. It wasn't until really that I, I worked in higher 
education for the first part of my career. And so higher education kind of continues that 
idea because you can, you know as we are sitting at the Humphrey School, there is an 
opportunity to intellectualize everything when you're in higher education, right? So you 
can talk about your lived experience in a way with an academic argument and people 
listen and hear and think and consider. Now there's power dynamics for sure at play. 
Oftentimes I was working at the president level in the institutions I was with and that 
was for sure there. But there is a way of listening that is just different. When I left higher 
education was really when I got the awareness of how people don't listen to each other 
and there is not a value of scholarship or academia in other parts of the world or in 
other institutions that you might work in. And that ability for people to listen to 
different arguments and bring scholarship to a debate and have that be respected.  
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Lynnea:  People feel like they can have an opinion whether they've studied or learned or know 
anything at all. And yeah, everybody can have an opinion, but it's just an opinion as 
opposed to being informed by any type of information. And I think the lack of people 
understanding that it's just an opinion or even saying things like, and I just said this to 
my husband yesterday, ‘I don't know enough about that topic to have an opinion on it.’ 
So that's kind of something that I think is critically missing from society, is that 
understanding and awareness that if you don't know enough about something you 
really shouldn't have an opinion. And if you want to form an opinion then you need to 
learn more about that thing. So for me Homewood and that way of living, of seeing 
mixed ethnicity families, of seeing people from different ethnicities and different 
economic communities living together and raising kids together and being happy 
together is the norm.  

Lynnea: So, it was a rude awakening to find out for most people, they don't believe that that's 
true, that that's possible and it's not their lived experience. Someone was saying 
recently about how, you know, for kids who were born during the Obama era, they can't 
think of a time when a black president isn't a possibility, right? Because there isn't, 
that's not real for them at all. That's gone. That context is completely gone for them. So 
their reality is completely different from all of those that came before them and for 
every different major change that's the case. And that's what it's like living in 
Homewood. So recently there's been, during the anniversary of Loving and the movie 
coming out, there's been a couple of Youtube videos that some prominent mixed 
ethnicity people have been a part of, who are from the same generation that I'm from. 
And it's really interesting to hear them talk about their experience and it really brought 
up for me and a few friends from Homewood, how their lived experience is nothing like 
ours. Many times in many places they grew up as the only and the odd duck out in their 
family context and in their community context. And so they formed very, their identity 
of being a mixed ethnicity person is very different from ours. And it's really quite 
powerful, you know, to live in a place where white people don't think about or 
understand their culture, don't share their culture, don't express it, don't value it, is it's 
not an experience that I, that's not my reality. I grew up in a place where different 
ethnicities from within the white communities valued their culture, questioned aspects 
of their culture, celebrated their culture, shared their culture. And so then they were 
able to be whole people with others who did the same. And so it just is very unique. It's 
a very unique lived experience that is true and is the reality of myself and those who 
were raised there. And those who are black raised there, those who are white raised 
there, those who were mixed raised there, and other ethnic groups, again you know 
Native and Chicano historic communities and often we find a lot of solace with each 
other because we've gone out into the world. I'm 43 now, there are, you know, children 
of the neighborhood who are probably getting close to 50 at this point. And we've found 
that no one can understand us truly and our perspective and our views on life other 
than those who were raised where we were raised and the way we were raised. So I'm 
the eldest of the grandchildren in my mother's family and that's my white side of the 
family. And 98, or maybe not, 80 percent of my cousins are mixed. So in my father's 
family was the same. And what that mix looked like was tons of different things.  
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Lynnea: Chicano, and I'm saying Chicano intentionally because that's how those communities, 
historic communities, identified in Homewood. But Chicano, Hmong, Vietnamese, Thai, 
lots of different mixes, Native. And so just a different space in a different time in our 
community.  

Malaika: Did you consider when you were looking at a home for yourself and your family living in 
Homewood?  

Lynnea: Yeah, Homewood is really truly going through gentrification and a number of other 
really hard things. In 2008, the housing crisis, a lot of the African American families were 
targeted for predatorial loans and were among the first to lose them because of the 
prime real estate that Homewood is. And so that happened and then not too long 
afterwards, a tornado hit a portion of Homewood and a number of others who didn't 
lose their house to the housing crisis lost their house to insurance companies. And when 
they didn't have the resources to have lawyers to fight ongoing for years to get an 
adequate payout, they could not maintain their homes and lost their homes to that. So 
for us it was really hard because I couldn't live in a home that was lost due to  those 
circumstances. You know, I just couldn't. And although it would have been a great 
financial move for our family and would have been a huge opportunity, knowledge of 
benefiting from that for me was a nonstarter. And to find a home in Homewood not 
impacted by that, what I realize now is that I thought we could just watch and see what 
was happening in Homewood and on realtor.com or Zillow or something like that. And 
the way that homes are selling in Homewood, they're selling before they hit the market. 
And so had I known, people are like, 'well, we didn't know you were looking', you know 
kinda thing. So we did want to move there and we looked at a few spaces that were 
homes that were available. We are a blended, multigenerational family, I think is what 
they call us. My mother-in-law lives with us and we really needed one floor living and 
there are a few homes in Homewood that accommodate that, but not many for her 
needs. So we weren't able to, but it's a place I still look at and think of from time to time 
if one of those perfect houses hit the market. But the neighborhood's changing a lot and 
gentrification is definitely taking hold there and I don't know that it will be the same 
place that I knew, as economically mixed which is essential for me. But we're not living 
in that environment where we are now. And so we have to find other ways to make sure 
our son continues to have those kinds of connections. So my brother just bought a 
house a few blocks outside of Homewood and we still have lots of friends that are still 
there and some of the historic, for my generation, some historic families still have 
homes there. But it's definitely changing quite a bit.  

Malaika: One theme that I kind of gathered while you're talking is that a lot of this work was the 
work of the community to build it as it was and create the support structures, you know, 
like a tool co-op, right? How do you see Homewood's interaction with the rest of 
Minneapolis? The rest of North Minneapolis and then the rest of the city as well? 
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Lynnea: So Homewood was also a place of privilege because of its history as being a space where 
leaders came from. Van White lived in Homewood, who was the first African American 
council member. Others, Jackie Cherryhomes, who was the City Council president and 
council member lived in Homewood. The neighborhood had the highest, in North 
Minneapolis, voting percentage. I don't know if that's still the case, but for a long time. 
So in our part of North Minneapolis, if we called the police because there was an issue, 
they would come immediately. We didn't have the lived experience that most people, 
and we knew this even growing up. We knew that if you lived across Plymouth or if you 
lived across Penn from where we lived, your lived experience was different. Your 
exposure to increased violence was different. And not that we did not have that in 
Homewood because we did have exposure to that, but it was not at the same rate. And 
the reaction of the police was very different in our little six by two blocks. It's a really 
small neighborhood. So there was a privilege aspect of being in Homewood. But 
because of that, it also was a lynchpin, I think, for North Minneapolis. In many ways a 
connection and advocate for broader community in North Minneapolis. And eventually 
Homewood, which isn't an official neighborhood of Minneapolis, it's a plotted 
community within North Minneapolis. But our approach to organizing neighborhood 
based on block clubs networking was something that grew. And so eventually Willard-
Hay, which is the official neighborhood that Homewood is a part of, organized in the 
same fashion and then started organizing Upper Willard-Hay with Lower Willard-Hay, 
because it's a really long neighborhood. Started organizing with Victor Memorial Drive 
and other communities. It started organizing in the same manner. Harrison was on a 
very similar trajectory to Homewood, really centered around the work of their 
community organization. They're large enough, because they're an actual 
neighborhood, to have a community organization and an influential church in their 
development of their views on things. But that was, I think, the legacy that Homewood 
has had.  

Lynnea: And there's been a lot of influential families when the Jewish community was there.  It 
was a highly influential community nationally and internationally for the Jewish 
community with lawyers who were in the Nuremberg trials living there, visits from the 
first president of Israel regularly to homes there. Other families like the Maxfactor 
family originally there and still actually having a home there for, until I think even within 
the last 10 years. And so there's a number of, and it wasn't all, it wasn't 100 percent of 
the Jewish community that fled or left Homewood. So there were a few that were 
committed to the values and stayed. And then more recently, the politicians I 
mentioned coming from there. Al McFarlane of Insight News and the McFarlane family, 
Batala. They grew up in the neighborhood and the McFarlanes still have their home in 
the neighborhood. So a major influence on communications and the black community 
and a lynchpin family. But there's a lot of educators. So Alan Isaacman who was the 
head of the African American Studies or African Studies Department here at the U. A 
number of other K-12 educators. George Roberts, Beverly Cottman, artists. Jim 
Sundholm, which is a very influential person in work of World Relief and ran that and 
then a pastor at the church I grew up at, which was for a long time the only multiethnic 
church in the region and within the denomination of the Covenant. That's changed 
dramatically since I was growing up. But lots of others.  
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Lynnea:  So there's a ton of influential folks who are from there. And the youth from there have 
been really prolific, I believe, and influential in this spaces they're in. And I think that is 
specifically because of their experience in Homewood. To be a black kid and grew up in 
a community where white people have value for you, love for you, and expect great 
things of you. That influences what you believe you will experience when you see white 
people has a profound effect. It reinforces what your parents and you know about 
yourself in a way that many people don't have access to that kind of experience from 
the dominant culture. So it's not always perfect, no place is, so I'm not meaning to say 
that, but I think the uniqueness of growing up in a space where you can grow up in an 
intercultural environment and be affirmed and supported and encouraged is, I realized 
later, is unique.  

Malaika: You've spoken a lot about this need for a very diverse and mixed community to make 
Homewood what it was when you were growing up there. What do you think it would 
take for that to happen again in 2018?  

Lynnea: I think there has to be addressing of empathy gaps and I think that that matters 
particularly around economics. So the intersectionality of economics and ethnicity and 
race dynamics are important for people to learn and study and think about. And I mean 
people, I don't mean systems, I mean, individuals. That's what happened in Homewood 
before, it wasn't that...people were intentional. So if Homewood is going to continue to 
be an intentional community, that means people have to be intentional about exposing 
themselves to that and they can't just operate based on their opinions. And I think that's 
probably going to be the biggest challenge for Homewood because people think that by 
buying in North Minneapolis now they've gotten some kind of like cred. You know, 'I've 
done the good deeds' or something like that, or 'I am a part of the solution', blah, blah, 
blah. And that, you know, 'I'm happy walking down Plymouth Avenue with my dog and 
going for a run or with my family at 8:00 at night.' And they have no real understanding 
of why Homewood is the way it is and why it's a place they want to be. And from their 
perspective, it has to do with middle class or upper class values. And that that's why 
Homewood is what it is. And they don't know the history behind the diversity in 
Homewood and the great folks who came from there and from the area around it. Folks 
like Nellie Stone Johnson or my father's family and all the kinfolk that were a part of 
creating positive political change for communities of color. Their base for Minneapolis 
was really around that area, in Near North, in Willard-Hay. And they weren't wealthy 
people. They weren't at all. They were poor people and they were the leaders that 
created the demand for what could be. And so the notion that middle class or upper 
class values are the things that make our society great or livable is a fallacy. And I think 
unless people understand that and we continue to maintain relationships across 
economic backgrounds, we won't be able to replicate or maintain what Homewood is. 
That being said, I don't want to have people who have to live in poverty, but the notion 
that our great values that make a livable community come from upper-class 
perspectives is just not accurate. And a lot of the things that we need for our heart and 
our soul are rooted in our understanding of need and of true value of life. And 
oftentimes as people move up the economic ladder, they lose that understanding.  
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Lynnea:  So these are the communities that have grounded those folks who were on the upper 
income level. And so I think maybe the broader question is how do you maintain that 
type of rooted connection to true values in life when you have economic stability or 
upward mobility? And so as people in researching the empathy gap, it doesn't 
discriminate across ethnicities. And this has been something that's been talked about in 
the black community for a long time when middle class blacks, you know, separate 
themselves from the rest of the community. What does that mean? The foundation of 
that is a belief that something is less than in people who have less money than us. And 
that comes from no longer being connected. So I'm definitely in a middle class family 
and we have mobility and it's something that I have to continually think about with my 
son. You know, how do I continue to keep him in relationship with leaders and thought 
leaders from other economic brackets, with kids from other economic brackets? And it's 
really hard to do. It's really hard to do both because of where we've ended up being 
able to afford and buy a house, but also within the school context that he's a part of. 
And so we're really thoughtful about how we curate relationships for ourselves, 
intentional.  

Lynnea: And it's not just about him having playdates with someone who's different from him 
economically, but it's about us having maintained relationships that are diverse. And 
being flexible around that as my extended family has improved in their economic status. 
It's something that's really challenging to work on and you can really quickly get 
disconnected from the experience that other people are having and not see it as real 
anymore. Working at Minneapolis Public Schools was a great opportunity for me to 
reconnect to what the lived experiences for a lot of people in our community. And 
understand the real challenges that they're up against and build empathy and 
understanding and then a commitment to how do we adjust that. But I think one of the 
things is, we are dealing, as people are dealing. Poverty is getting lessened for now. You 
know, that may not always be the case, but, especially for communities of color. But I 
think for us we need to think about how do we maintain some of the wonderful values 
and ways of being that have come from being collective cultures, which is highly 
influenced by income. That is important. How do we maintain that as we build more 
upward mobility in our communities? Or do we just take on the individualistic value that 
is demonstrated by the dominant Western and upper income context? And I think in a 
lot of the conversations today, it's our lack of community that is driving challenges and 
problems that we have. A lack of, and I think to be more specific, I've heard this in the 
context of the Never Again conversations around gun violence in our schools and with 
youth, that it's not just community, like we get together and we talk about things. It's a 
collective responsibility to one another, that it's not about just saying 'I didn't know who 
that person was in my community, so I questioned it'. That's not what I believe it should 
be. It should be about, 'I don't know who that person is, so I should'. And then if they're 
in need, how do I help?   

Malaika: I love that. Are there other things about your experience growing up in Homewood that 
I didn't ask about that we should talk about?  
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Lynnea: So one of the things, so I think part of how I know what I know about Homewood is 
because one of my first, I think, real career jobs was being a community organizer in 
Homewood. And that gave me the opportunity to learn about its history. And you know, 
we're talking about a plotted community designed for high income WASPs. So 
Scandinavian and Northern European, German communities specifically. In the language 
of the covenants on the properties and the plan and its development. So it was not 
designed for the Jewish community. It was not designed for an African American 
community or a mixed community to come in. It was an exclusively designed community 
on the border of Theodore Wirth Park, you know, the preeminent urban park, frankly 
probably in the country. And it didn't sell because it was too close to the Jewish ghetto, 
literally how it was plotted out and talked about in city documents, and the black 
ghetto. It was too close. So it became this opportunity for the Jewish community to 
realize the American dream, build custom homes that were right for them and build a 
community that was safe and right for them. And then it transitioned to a mixed 
community of hippies. But you know, one of the things that's interesting is as the Jews 
were looked upon, as North and Near North and Homewood were looked upon for 
many years by the broader community, as a plight on the community. And in that 
research, the way that African Americans were talked about in the seventies, eighties 
and nineties was a lot like how the Jews were talked about in public media. But I think a 
great example is how as the Jews were able to move to St. Louis Park, that community 
could form there. As the covenants and the restrictions were lifted on them in that 
space, how quickly you can disconnect yourself from a place that was so meaningful for 
you. And while older people in the Jewish community certainly have an appreciation and 
think back about the old, you know, community. It's not always fondly that they think 
about the current. And the same can go for those of us who have transitioned out from 
that hippie enclave to whatever Homewood is becoming now. But I think that in that 
work of organizing for the community, Homewood Studios came out of that, which I 
think is a wonderful legacy. And because of that, these conversations continue and 
there is still history and the understanding of what has been and why it's been there. 
And I think Homewood Studios is definitely like the icon of the hippie legacy of the 
community. That's just my opinion. I don't know if George Roberts would agree with 
that. But I think it is. It's in one of the historic buildings on Plymouth and close to where 
the daycare and preschool and school co-op that I was raised in. It's on the same block 
and was in one of the other historic buildings were Asian Media Access is now, and that 
program.  

Lynnea: But I think often when people think about Homewood and North Minneapolis, they 
always have to preface it in the context of some type of negativity. Whether it's gun 
violence or discrimination, or not discrimination, but particularly violence and the 
perceptions around violence in North Minneapolis and drugs and blah blah blah. And 
those things are real. It's not that they aren't, but to borrow from Snoop Dogg, which 
just not something I've ever done before. I don't even like his music, but I'm an old 
school hip hop person. But when Amistad came out, I think it was Amistad, when 
Amistad came out he was like, 'I don't want to see another movie about black slavery'. 
That's not who we are. And while that is a part of our history, which is wonderful. It's 
not who we are. It's not all that we are.  
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Lynnea: It is a part of what made us who we are, yes. But there's so much more to explore about 
us. And so that's the way I feel about Homewood. Whenever people do work on 
Homewood or think about Homewood, it always has to be within this, there has to be 
some conversation about the gun violence. And I think we've talked a lot about that and 
we talk about it enough. Not to minimalize what it is because it is what we fight all the 
time every day. And we don't get to talk about all the wonderful things that has 
happened and is a part of what Homewood is. Because I think it's by building on our 
strengths that we become stronger and not by building on our weaknesses, for lack of a 
better way of saying that perhaps. So I guess I think I have intentionally talked about the 
positive things so that people know and maybe they'll remember. Maybe it will inspire 
them to think a little differently. And I think it's by leaning into those things that we're 
able to address issues of inequality and overrepresentation in violent crimes and 
persecution for crimes in general. But I think a lot of people and enough people are 
talking about that stuff. So I love being able to talk about, what are the things that make 
it and made it what it is in a positive way and in a unique way. 

Malaika: Great. Thank you so much. This is really, really great. Really helpful.   

 


